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Our Program for January!

Dr. Steve Chamberlain — Photo by L. Patterson

The January 16th program features
Dr. Steve Chamberlain with the
“Treasures of the New York State
Museum” presentation. The Center
for Mineralogy of the New York State
Museum has recently acquired sev-
eral important mineral collections
with New York specimens. Last year,
Hamilton College gave the museum
the Oren Root collection on long-
term loan. This year, the center has
obtained the Schuyler Alverson col-
lection by purchase and the Ron
Waddell and William Condon collec-
tions by donation. The New York por-
tion of the Ken Hollmann collection
is at the museum as acquisition
terms are being finalized.

Don’t miss this excellent event by
fellow GMSS club member, Steve

Chamberlain.

Upcoming Programs

Bus Trip to Albany!

Refreshments!

February 20, 2006 Program:
Dr. Bruce Selleck, Professor of
Geology at Colgate University
will discuss New York's geologi-
cal history in a visual presenta-
tion entitled "Rocks, Oceans
and Ice: a Billion Years of New
York History". Prof Selleck's
presentation will concentrate
on the geology of central New
York.

March 20, 2006 Program:

Ms. Angelique Mango, will tell
about the larimar mine on her
property in the Dominican Re-
public.

Make your reservation now for
the bus trip to Albany on Satur-
day February 25th for the 13th
Annual James Campbell Me-
morial Gem, Mineral & Fossil
Show co-sponsored by the NY
State Academy of Mineralogy
and the Capital District Mineral
Club. There are still some
seats available and the sign up
deadline has been extended.
The trip starts at 8:00 AM in
the parking lot behind Shop-
ping Town in Dewitt, NY.

This month’s treats are
provided by Doris Hen-
derson and Lou Budell.

If you haven’t signed up
to bring goodies to a
meeting yet, please see
Joan Livingston. There
are several months
available and two each
month are needed to
lighten the load and im-
prove the variety of-
fered. If you noticed at
the Nov. meeting, the
choices were fantastic!
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President’s Message

January is upon us and I'd like to wish everyone a happy,
healthy, and prosperous New Year. We've got an exciting
year coming up at the club and | hope everyone has listed
alongside their resolutions to shed a few pounds or get a
little more organized, another resolution to spend some
time helping out with club committees and their activities.
Vice President, Dick Ackerman, the head of the program
committee has done a great job setting up some interesting
presentations for this spring, which you'll find listed in this
newsletter.

The steering committee has come up with some good
suggestions that Lorraine Markley presented to the board
at its last two meetings. One of these suggestions is the
survey attached to this month’s Crack and Cab (local
mailings only). Please fill it out and mail it to me or bring it
to the next meeting. There will be a drawing for a nice
specimen using the completed surveys at the February
meeting.

Bob Livingston has procured a Wildacres CD that we will be
showing at this month’s meeting and sign up materials will
be available for the spring and fall sessions. All | can say
here is “What a great deal!” and I'll et Bob tell you the rest
at the meeting. On that same note, John Baumler hosted
our own version of Wildacres before the last meeting and
his program on cabochon making will be continued for
several more meetings. Thank you John for the initiative
and the expertise. We are also currently looking for a place
to set up some cabbing equipment and a studio. Anyone
with any ideas or suggestions please let me know.

The mineral/fossil and lapidary contests will be coming up
in March and April respectively which still gives you plenty
of time to finish up pieces for entry. Rumor has it there will
be some tough competition in the fossil category this year.
We will need judges for these competitions. Volunteers
please contact me.

Last but not least, we only have six meetings until the show
and there are lots to be done. The show committee will be
meeting regularly through July. Feel free to join in. This is
the 40t year of the show, our Ruby anniversary.

The junior rock hounds will be working on mineral hardness
test kits this month meeting at 6:30 pm, one hour before
the regular meeting.

Club President
John Sweeney

Photo by L. Patterson
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\ Executive Board Meeting Minutes December 6, 2005

Submitted by Cathy Patterson

Board Meetings are held the first Tuesday of the month at
the Community Room, Carousel Mall 7PM — 9PM. All are
invited to attend.

The December 6t Board meeting was held at the
Patterson’s, called to order at 7:00 PM with 10 in
attendance as the regular meeting place was unavailable in
December and January.

Old Business:

A thank you was received from Bob McGuire for a plaque
sent for years of exhibiting his fluorescent minerals at our
annual show.

The club is looking into purchasing a digital projector for
computerized programs.

The program line up for 2006 is shaping up.

January - John Baumler making a Cabochon 6:30 PM
Steve Chamberlain — Treasures of the Albany
State Museum and short Wild Acres video 7:30 PM

February — John Baumler — Making a Cabochon 6:30PM
Bruce Selleck “Rocks, Oceans, and Ice: A Billion
Years of New York History” 7:30 PM

March — Angelique Mango - Larimar of the Dominican
Republic and Mineral/ Fossil Competition

April — George Yager - Mineral Collecting in Mexico
and Lapidary Competition

May — Annual Club Auction

June — work night before July 8-9 show

July — no regular meeting

August — no regular meeting — August picnic

The Steering Committee spokesperson, Lorraine Markley,
gave a lengthy report of its work and recommendations to
each of the committees already in place. A list of these will
be available at the January meeting.
Committees will be meeting in 2006 to undertake these
and other suggestions.

The meeting adjourned at 9:00 PM.

Executive Board Meeting January 3, 2006

Nine members were present at the Executive Board
Meeting held at the home of John Davis, as our usual
meeting place at Carousel Mall was unavailable. Called to
order at 7:15PM

Old Business:

Bus trip to Albany Saturday, February 25 is being arranged.
Checks for $25 should be mailed in by January 9 to ensure
we have enough to charter the bus.

New Business:

WCNY requests volunteers for their Travel Tel-Auc January
13-15 and 20 — 21 at the WCNY studios. Perhaps members
could sign up and help out.

(Continued on page 3)
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Executive Meeting Minutes —
(Continued from page 2)

June Wolle requests a clothing donation of our members.
Approved.

Show Publicity — Show Committee as well as the Publicity
Committee should meet ASAP to prepare for this year’s
Ruby Anniversary Show July 8-9.

Guidelines for judging beading entries in Novelty Lapidary
Competition need to be worked out prior to the April
competition.

We are looking into purchasing a multimedia projector for
Power Point presentations.

Surveys will be sent out with the January newsletter. They
are to be returned to John Sweeney ASAP. The responses
are important for planning future programs and for moving
ahead with our club goals.

The GMSS has been contacted regarding purchase of
lapidary equipment. A committee is looking into its
feasibility.

Meeting adjourned 9:00PM
Respectfully submitted,
Cathy Patterson
Secretary

Photo by L. Patterson

| Upcoming Programs

January 16, 2006 Program:

Dr. Steve Chamberlain, Syracuse University's Institute for
Sensory Research will provide the program entitled:
"Treasures of the New York State Museum ". The Center for
Mineralogy of the New York State Museum has recently
acquired several important mineral collections with New
York specimens. Last year, Hamilton College gave the
museum the Oren Root collection on long-term loan. This
year, the center has obtained the Schuyler Alverson
collection by purchase and the Ron Waddell and William
Condon collections by donation. The New York portion of
the Ken Hollmann collection is at the museum as
acquisition terms are being finalized.

Please note: See details on page 1 of the club bus trip to
the 13th annual James Campbell Memorial Gem, Mineral
and Fossil Show and Sale at the NYS Museum on February
25, 2006.

December Brunch and Program Minutes

by Cathy Patterson, Secretary

We had our large gathering of fellow hobbyists at Fosters
Restaurant in December for food, conversation, and holiday
fun. Remembered were those dear friends who have
passed on in 2005 as well as all those who have moved
away to sunnier climes or to be closer to family members.

A large collection of toys was donated and taken to the
Toys for Tots distribution center. We thank all those who
donated a toy for our local children. Harry Perkins, a
member for many years, was the one who originally started
this tradition.

Bob Livingston mentioned registration forms for Wild
Acres that will be available at the January meeting along
with a short video on Wild Acres before Steve
Chamberlain’s talk on “Treasures of the Albany State
Museum” Mineral Collection.

Cathy Patterson passed around a sign-up sheet for those
interested in going on a bus trip to the Albany State
Museum, Saturday, February 25 for the museum’s flower
exhibit and the Capital District Gem & Mineral Club’s
annual show there. Checks should be sent to Cathy
Patterson by January 9. (Note: Deadline has been
extended).

Door prizes were won by many, too numerous to list.
Meeting adjourned at 3:00 PM.

February 20, 2006 Program:

Dr. Bruce Selleck, Professor of Geology at Colgate
University will discuss New York's geological history in a
visual presentation entitled " Rocks, Oceans and Ice: a
Billion Years of New York History". Prof Selleck's
presentation will concentrate on the geology of central New
York State.

March 20, 2006 Program:

Ms. Angeliqgue Mango, owner of "Off the Beaten Path", a
boutique near Syracuse University, will tell about the
larimar mine on her property in the Dominican Republic. An
interesting topic to mineral collectors, lapidary folks and
beaders who collect this gemmy stone. Also the MINERAL &
FOSSIL COMPETITION on March 20. This annual event is
your opportunity to show off your recent finds. Expect the
rules in the February Crack ‘N Cab.

April 17, 2006 Program:;

Our own GMSS member, George Yager will share his
mineral collecting trip experiences to Mexico. George spent
22 days in Mexico in 2000 and has put his pictures into a
Power Point presentation just for us. Also on April 17, the
LAPIDARY COMPETITION . This annual event lets you show
off your creations and lapidary skills. Guidelines/Rules will
be in the March Crack ‘N Cab.

from Scribe CD, 2004
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Rockhound Tribute to John F. Bognaski

| Clothing Donation Requested

April 2, 1924 — November 20, 2005

Pebbles to Gems, Skinned Knees, and Memories
By Robert J. Bognaski

Our family lived in the valley section of Syracuse. | was a
young baby boomer boy when my sister Judy (Cook) and |
picked up some gravel pebbles and shell fossils from the
limestone embankments southeast of Seneca Turnpike
(present day Interstate 81). | showed the stones to my
father.

A few days later, | was with my father and his friend Ed
Buza in a red Rambler off on the first of numerous weekend
rock collecting expeditions. We checked out Barton’s
Garnet Mine at Gore Mountain and the Ace of Diamonds
Mine in Middleville (Herkimer Diamonds). We searched
abandoned mines for tremolites and actinolites. We
collected specimens from Talcville, Antwerp, Edwards,
Gouverneur, and Pierrepont. Eventually we went on field
trips to mines in New Jersey and Canada. Always, when Dad
was driving, we scanned the roadside rock rifts for different
colors, we watched for protruding horizontal or vertical
veined embankment formations. It became the utmost
priority for mom, children, and even baby to stop, look,
collect and compare.

We attended the meetings of the Gem and Mineral Society
of Syracuse in its earlier years when the meetings were
held in Syracuse University classroom settings, and later at
the church on Seneca Turnpike. It was always a rewarding
experience to attend the annual Gem and Mineral show at
the N.Y. State Fairgrounds. Dad and mom always took the
time and interest with each individual child, grandchild, and
great grandchild to explain a rock sample or fossil, admire
the displays, enter us into the grab bag games. We never
walked away empty handed. Dad attended the 2005 show
in a wheelchair; he was not about to miss it. My sister Cindy
and | saw a gleam in his eye when he purchased some
chrysocolla, Jurassic striped flint from southern Poland, and
a fine specimen of vanadinite to add to his collection.

This message brings you greetings from the Wolle’s. | am
writing to place a request.

Please consider asking the members to donate gently used
and clean hats, mittens, gloves, socks, coats, jackets, and
scarves. No one has to buy anything new. | know we are all
inundated with requests in the mail. | would like to suggest
if anyone is willing to look in their closets and cabinets to
see if they have any of the above extra items and would
bring them to the next two regular GMSS meetings then
John and | will deliver them to the Living Hope Christian
Center on Syracuse’s north side where many, many
homeless people are on long lines to obtain these items. All
sizes would be much appreciated for there are families that
come to the center for food and clothing. They have a daily
soup kitchen when they can request clothing. And on other
days, there is food to take home. We have seen how when
we deliver the clothing and household items, dishes,
utensils, etc. it is all sorted and immediately distributed.

John and | have volunteered there and we see the needs of
the people. They are so appreciative of being able to be
warmer. Some of the people have tiny apartments and
struggle to survive. There are people living in shelters,
cardboard boxes and under bridges.

The numbers are large and recently 300 people attended a
free Christmas dinner and gifts were given to all the
children. (We helped serve the dinner and we saw how
much the people were benefited by this program.)

In November, the last bed available in a women'’s shelter in
Syracuse was made available to an 81 year old lady! There
are seniors who are being evicted from their apartments
who are coming to this center for help.

We thank you in advance for your willingness to understand
and help.

June and John Wolle

The world of rocks,
minerals, and gems

from the earth--
some people may
take it for granted
their importance,

value and beauty.
They influence our

everyday living,
building  structures,
industries,

electronics,

fertilizers, table flatware, medlcal optics, and even Jewelry
We will never forget the rewarding experiences and the
knowledge gained from a dad who liked to collect and enjoy
rocks, crystals, fossils; all things of our earth.
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\ January Birthstone of the Month — Garnet

Submitted by Cathy Patterson

Let’s see what we can make from this luscious, red stone
this month. Wear your garnets to the January meeting or
bring a garnet specimen to show.

The iron aluminum silicate group is also
named: Almandite, Pyrope,
Grossularite, Spessartite,
Andradite, Uvarovite, and
Tsavorite. It's hard and
durable and oh, so lovely,
used in lapidary and industry.
— Garnet is the January
gemstone!
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AFMS News

TRUTH AND SOME CONSEQUENCES

s |

by Jon Spunaugle,
Conservation/Legislation Chair

Some talking points on: The
Paleontological Resources Preservation
Act, Senate Bill S-263 now being
considered by the U. S. House of
Representatives  Natural Resources
Committee.

This bill is, for all practical purposes, identical to the fossil
bills considered by the 108th Congress in 2003-4.
Therefore, past comments by previous AFMS and ALAA
(American Lands Access Association) reviewers applies to
this latest introduced Bill, S-263. Again, as in the last
Congress, the Bill was passed by the U.S. Senate by voice
vote and has been referred to the U.S. House of
Representatives for consideration and possible passage. In
the last Congress, several reviewers called it a “bad bill”
primarily because it criminalized fossil collecting with
outrageous penalties for picking up a fossil on public land.
The bill was also criticized for its reward provisions for
turning in violators, which seemed ripe for abuse. Those
same statements apply to the current version.

The S-263 bill has some good points and some bad points.
For someone like myself, who helped write the first version
of the “rockhound” fossil collecting bill, and worked to
defeat the so called “Baccus Bill” in 1992-3, | can clearly
see some improvements. Several of the objections the
amateur fossil collecting public voiced to the original 1992-
3 Bill have been remedied in this latest S-263 version.
However, several of the remaining “rockhound” objections
remain a part of Senate Bill S-263 as passed by the U.S.
Senate.

Some of the remaining objections to the Bill S-263 in its
current form are:

The BIll fails to make any distinction between
scientifically significant and commonly found fossils.
Instead, it defines the paleontological resource it would
protect to mean, “any fossilized remains, trace, or imprints
of organisms preserved in or on the earths crust”...except
for archaeological resources or those associated with an
archaeological resource. (The latter are covered under an
archaeological resources protection act passed many years
ago). Casual collecting of a reasonable amount of common
invertebrate and plant fossils may be allowed under this bill
in Section 5, at the discretion of the Secretary (the land
managers). Therefore, amateurs “may” be able to collect
certain common invertebrate or plant fossils found on
Federal lands, but not necessarily. Only hand tools could be
used and collecting cannot cause more than a “negligible
surface disturbance” (undefined). Collecting common
vertebrate fossils such as fish fossils, sharks teeth and the
like, would be a violation of the act, as would picking up a
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isolated single dinosaur bone fragment in the badlands of
the western United States if it was on Federal land.

All other collecting of paleontological resources on Federal
lands would require a permit issued by the Secretary (the
land managers) and be given only to “qualified” applicants.
The resources collected would remain the property of the
United States with the resources collected and the
associated data deposited in an approved repository when
collected under a permit.

Further, there would be no commercial collection of fossils
allowed. This would preclude anyone, amateur or
otherwise, from selling, trading, or bartering any fossil
collected on federal land. Not only does this effect
amateurs, but also completely eliminates the valuable and
considerable contributions to paleontology that commercial
fossil entities have provided in the past in discovering,
extraction, and preparation of fossils. The Dinosaur “Sue”,
a Tyrannosaurus Rex, is a perfect example.

Penalties for criminal violation of any provisions of this Bill
would result in fines in accordance with Title 18 of the U.S.
Code and/or imprisonment for up to 10 years. Title 18
provides for fines ranging up to $5,000 and up to $10,000
in certain circumstances, or up to $250,000 in certain
cases. Such cases would be tried in Federal Courts.

Civil penalties are also provided in the Bill and can go as
high as double the replacement cost or restoration cost of
the resource involved, the value is to be determined by the
land managers. No due process is required under the civil
penalty provisions other than a required notice of a hearing.
A judicial review petition is allowed only within a thirty-day
period following any civil penalty assessment, but the court
is allowed to rule only on the evidence presented in the
hearing report. Forget “innocent until proven guilty” and the
right to a trial by your peers.

The Rewards and Forfeiture Section, Section 9, allows the
Secretary of Interior or Secretary of Agriculture to pay a
reward for information leading to a civil (or criminal)
penalty. Rewards can go as high as $500. So, you might
want to look out for any neighbors who don’t like you if you
have any vertebrate fossils in your collection, especially, if
you cannot prove where they came from. Most fossils |
know of don’t say “Made in China” or “Hocho en Mexico” on
them. And, how many of you kept receipts on items
purchased, or can you vouch for exactly where the
vertebrate fossils really came from even if you did purchase
them and can prove it? The Bill calls for a person to
exercise “due care” in knowing if the resource was
excavated or removed from Federal land. Again “due care”
is undefined.

Also subject to forfeiture under this Bill are “paleontological
resources with respect to which a violation...occurred and
which are in possession of any person and all vehicles and
equipment of any person that were used in connection with
the violation”.

(Continued on page 7)
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A Visit to Stark’s Knob: Schuylerville, NY

by Don Kauffman, CPRMC

In February three years ago, a member of Albany's Capital
District Mineral Club presented a very
interesting newsletter article. In question was whether
ancient volcanoes had ever existed in early New York.
My curiosity was expressed during a conversation with a
CDMC member while visiting the annual mineral show.

Several weeks later, reward for my interest arrived by
mail in the form of a nice monograph written by the curator
of New York State Museum, Phillip Lord. The treatise,
The Historical Geography of a "Scientific
Reservation", the history and geology of New York's
Schuylerville outcrop known as Stark's Knob proved to
be an interesting piece of Revolutionary War history as
well as geological curiosity.

The day after our visit to the Capital District
Mineral Club show (2002), we decided to take a day trip.
Our objective was to find Stark's Knob. We drove to
downtown Glens Falls to breakfast at one of our favorite
Upstate eateries, Steve's Place. After a delicious and
economical fare we proceeded to follow Route 32 south
toward Schuylerville.

Thinking about information from Lord's paper, | really
had little hope of even locating a small portion of General
Stark's volcanic redoubt. However, to our surprise
our ultimate discovery exceeded all expectations.

About a mile north of Schuylerville, we passed a blue
and gold state historical marker recognizing
"Stark's Knob" as a landmark. A little bit further we
noted a bronze marker and turned to drive up a muddy
road just south of a farmhouse. To my amazement we
saw pedestaled information markers along an exposedpull-
off to our right. Up around a groomed grassy area lined
with scrub grass, brush and low trees, we
recognized a looming dark knoll composed of volcanic
pillow basalt. Stark's Knob! Words can hardly express
feelings of the moment.

Millions of years ago, a volcanic core was moved inland by
the eastern Taconic upheaval from what is now New
Hampshire. No longer active, it was left to stand cold. Much
later in 1777, General John Stark ordered a colonial
artillery battery to a rocky saddle on that core; there
pointing south toward retreating British, the volcano gained
a strange new life as cannonballs thundered onto soldiers
recently defeated at Saratoga.

We took ten minutes to read the information; another
twenty to visually climb the black volcanic basalt. No photos
this trip... | had left my camera back home in Reading.

Even without a camera our first trip to historical Stark's
Knob was well worth the effort. We decided that a return
visit would be made on another trip to the area. | also
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pledged to have my camera and hopefully some mild
weather.

If you take a trip to Upstate New York region plan a side trip
to see Stark's Knob. Whether your interest is historical or
geological you will be in awe of this site. You will also
marvel at the efforts taken to preserve the area for future
generations of visitors.

from Rock Buster News, Feb 05

REALLY OLD (AND BAD) PUNS

from Ye Olde Ed

Those who jump off a bridge in Paris are in Seine.

A backward poet writes inverse.

A man’s home is his castle, in a manor of speaking.
Practice safe eating - always use condiments.
Shotgun wedding: A case of wife or death.

A man needs a mistress just to break the monogamy.
A hangover is the wrath of grapes.

Dancing cheek-to-cheek is really a form of floor play.
When two egotists meet, it's an | for an I.

What's the definition of a will? (It's a dead giveaway.)
Time flies like an arrow. Fruit flies like a banana.

In democracy, your vote counts.
In feudalism, your count votes.

A chicken crossing the road is poultry in motion.
If you don’t pay your exorcist, you get repossessed.
When a clock is hungry, it goes back four seconds.

The man who fell into an upholstery machine is fully
recovered.

Every calendar’s days are numbered.

A midget fortune-teller who escapes from prison is a small
medium at large.

Those who get too big for their britches will be exposed in
the end.

Bakers trade bread recipes on a knead-to-know basis.
Santa’s helpers are subordinate clauses.

Acupuncture is a jab well done.
from AFMS News Dec 05
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I'm not a lawyer, but | do have knowledge of what has
happened to several collectors and to several hobbyists in
the past with regard to property confiscated, rightly or
wrongly. In most cases, nothing was ever returned
regardless of its being legally obtained.

So, | worry for fossil collectors if this Bill, S 263 becomes
law. The best way to prevent its passage in its present form
is for each and every one of us to communicate your
feelings to your Congressional Representatives.

A copy of the Bill is found on the Internet by using any of
the Internet search engines, Google, Yahoo, MSN, etc.

There is nothing new on the other issues we are following
including the America the Beautiful Pass and legislation
that would restrict public access to federal lands. Js

EFMLS News

VISIT A SHOW
from William Lema

February 2006

25-26: 13th Annual James Campbell Memorial Gem,
Mineral & Fossil Show and Sale co-sponsored by the
NY State Academy of Mineralogy & the Capital District
Mineral Club. New York State Museum, Empire State
Plaza, Madison Av., Albany, NY

March 2006

4-5: 43rd Annual Earth Science Gem & Mineral Show
sponsored by the Delaware Mineralogical Society. Delaware
Technical & Community College (I-95 Exit 4B, Churchman’s
Rd), Newark (Stanton), DE

18-19: 42nd Annual Gem, Mineral & Fossil Show
sponsored by the Gem, Lapidary & Mineral Society of
Montgomery County, MD. Montgomery County Fairgrounds,
16 Chestnut St; Gaithersburg, MD

25-26: 37th Annual Che-Hanna Rock & Mineral Show
sponsored by the Che-Hanna Rock & Mineral Club.
Athens Twp. Volunteer Fire Hall, 150 Herrick Av;
Sayre, PA.

April 2006

1-2: 37th Annual Gem, Mineral & Fossil Show
sponsored by the NY Southern Tier Geology Club.
Johnson City Senior Center, Brockton St., Johnson
City, NY.

13-14: 1st Annual Gem, Mineral & Fossil Show sponsored
by the Connecticut Valley Mineral Club. Three County
Fairgrounds, Northampton, MA

27: Chesapeake Gem & Mineral Show at Goucher
sponsored by the Chesapeake Gem & Mineral Society.
Goucher College, Kraushaar Pavilion, Dulaney Valley Rd.,
just south of I-695, Towson, MD.

July 2006

8-9: 40t Annual Jewelry, Gem & Fossil Show
sponsored by the Gem & Mineral Society of Syracuse,
Inc. this year again back at the Verizon Center of
Progress Bldg. at the New York State Fairgrounds, Exit
7 from Rt. 690, Syracuse, NY.

from EFMLS News, Jan 06

| Shop Hints

Cutting petrified wood:
Consider cutting it lengthwise with the grain. This usually
produces a more varied pattern. Sometimes cutting across
the grain will give a good pattern, but this is not usually the
case. Limb sections are rather scarce, as they tended to
disintegrate before they could petrify. If they are cut
diagonally and polished to show grain, it is much better.
The limb is a novelty in itself, and just polishing one end
adds to its beauty.

from Rock-A-Gram 11/03 via RockCollector, 9/04.

Polishing Oregon (or any other) Picture Rock:
After cutting, sand on the 220-grit sander, move to the 600-
grit sander, and polish with cerium oxide. Use no water to
wet the sheet at first polish. Spray the wheel with a diluted
solution of cerium oxide and polish lightly without pressure
until you have worked it dry. Then wet the wheel again and
work until the stone becomes dry again. Spraying the wheel
with cerium oxide and working the stone bring out final
polish. Keep the wheel wet about two minutes. Wash and
dry off your cab or picture. This will produce a beautiful
finish! (Author unknown)

from Quarry Quips, 11/03, via RockCollector, 9/04.

Pumice for a Finish: If you are doing some silver work and
want a soft finish, use pumice. What! You don't have any?
Guess again. Use a bit of your favorite toothpaste. Most
people do not realize that pumice is the polishing agent in
toothpaste. If it is fluoride toothpaste, it can also be used

for cleaning crystals.
from Stone Age News April 1999, via Golden Spike News June
2003
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