
"Rocks, Oceans and Ice: a Billion 
Years of New York History" pre-
sented by Bruce Selleck, Harold Orville 
Whitnall Professor of Geology at Col-
gate University. 
       Dr. Selleck’s presentation will con-
centrate on the geology of central New 
York. If you ever wondered how this 
part of the country came to be loaded 
with Devonian shale, this is the man 
with the answers. 
     Some items from his bio: Degree: 
BA, Colgate 1971; MS, PhD, University 
o f  R o c h e s t e r  1 9 7 3 ,  1 9 7 5 
Specialties: Stratigraphy and sedimen-
tation, marine paleoecology, sedimen-
tary petrology, hydrogeology. Interests: 
Fluids flow during deformation; tecton-
i c s  o f  t h e  G r e n v i l l e  P r o v -
ince; depositional patterns, and fluid 

inclusions in sedimentary 
and metamorphic rocks. 

Cabbing Class 

Bruce Selleck will be here February 20th!  

Upcoming   Events 

The March 20, 2006 Program: 
Ms. Angelique Mango, owner 
of "Off the Beaten Path", a 
boutique near Syracuse Uni-
versity, will talk about the 
larimar mine on her property 
in the Dominican Republic. 
An interesting topic to min-
eral collectors, lapidary folks 
and beaders who use this 
gemmy stone. 
MINERAL/FOSSIL COMPE-
TITION - This annual event 
is your opportunity to 
show off all  your recent 
finds. See the rules in the Feb-
ruary newsletter page 7. 

Don’t miss 
J o h n 
Baumler’s 
Cabochon 
Class -  
Part 3. From 6:30 
PM to 7:30 PM before 
the regular meeting 
starts, John will be con-
tinuing this educational 
opportunity for all of our 
lapidary enthusiasts. 
How about a nice heart-
shaped cab for Valen-
tine’s Day? 

Gem & Mineral Society of  Syracuse, Inc. 
P.O. Box 801, Syracuse, NY 13201 

February 2006 
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Special points of interest: 
• The Regular meeting is at 

7:30 PM .  

•  Youth group meets at 6:30 
PM. 

• Guests are always welcome. 

• Refreshments offered after 
the program. 

• Cabochon making with John 
Baumler at 6:30 PM. (Part 3) 

Inside this issue: 

President’s Message  2 

Minutes 3 

Beading News 4 

AFMS News 5 

EFMLS News 6 

Mineral Contest Rules 7 

  

Bus Trip to Albany! 

Its not too late to join us on the 
bus trip to Albany for the 13th 
Annual James Campbell Me-
morial Gem, Mineral & Fossil 
Show co-sponsored by the NY 
State Academy of Mineralogy 
and the Capital District Mineral 
Club. There are a few seats left 
for this one day excursion. Only 
$25.00 per person, think of all 
the gas money you will save. 
Bus leaves Shopping Town in 
Dewitt at 8:00 AM Saturday, 
February 25th and returns at 
8:00 PM.                                               

Dr. Bruce Selleck — Photo from Colgate Website 
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World Record Meteorite 
 
A 1,400-pound stony-iron pallasite meteorite found in 
Kiowa County is the largest of its type ever recovered in the 
United States, and the third largest in history. Steve Arnold, 
39, a professional meteorite hunter from Arkansas has 
found and excavated a meteorite weighing almost three 
quarters of a ton from a farmer’s field near Haviland, 
Kansas. The discovery was made in late October using 
sophisticated metal detecting equipment. It is one of the 
most valuable meteorite finds ever made in the United 
States and is of historic and scientific importance.  
 
Meteorites, rocks that have fallen to Earth from outer 
space, are of considerable value to both scientists and 
private collectors. Meteorite collecting is a growing hobby, 
with thousands of enthusiasts worldwide willing to pay high 
prices for these rare sky rocks. Brenham meteorites, 
named after the Kiowa Country Township in Kansas, were 
first found in the area during the 1890s, when frontier 
farmers sold a number of them to universities and mineral 
dealers. Brenham specimens are today on display in the 
American Museum of Natural History in New York, the Field 
Museum in Chicago, and other prominent institutions.  
 
They are of a rare type, known as pallasites, which account 
for only 1% of all known meteorites. Pallasites consist of a 
nickel-iron matrix full of colorful olivine crystals (the semi-
precious gemstone peridot) and are very beautiful when cut 
and polished. Well-prepared pallasite specimens often sell 
for between twenty and forty dollars per gram. Arnold’s 
discovery is the largest pallasite ever found in America, and 
the largest oriented pallasite meteorite ever found 
anywhere in the world. An oriented meteorite is one that 
has traveled through Earth’s atmosphere without spinning 
and formed a conical or bullet shape as its surface melted. 
Oriented pallasites are extremely rare and highly prized by 
museums and private collectors.  
 
Steve Arnold was born in Kansas, and has been thinking 
about Brenham meteorites for more than a decade. “I 
traveled all over the world hunting for meteorites, but came 
home to make my most important discovery. I was just sure 
there were more of them out there waiting to be found,” he 
said. Mr. Arnold and his partner, Phil Mani, a geologist and 
oil and gas attorney from San Antonio, Texas, made 
arrangements with local landowners, 
which allowed them to search for the 
deeply buried meteorites. The 1,400-
pound specimen was recovered at 
considerable depth, and a backhoe 
was needed to lift it. Dr. Art Ehlmann, 
Curator of the Oscar E. Monnig 
Meteorite Gallery at Texas Christian 
University in Fort Worth visited the 
site last week, and described Mr. 
Arnold’s discovery as “the most 
significant American meteorite find in decades.”  
(From the Nov. 9, 2005 Press Release.) 
See<http://www.worldrecordmeteorite.com/>. 

<http://www.worldslargestthings.com/kansas/pallasitemeteorite.
htm > for the former largest palasite at 1000 pounds. 
via Hound’s Howl, Jan 2006, via Rockhounder, Dec 2005 
 

President’s Message 
 
We can succeed only by concert. It is not "Can any of 
us imagine better?" but "can we all do better?"  
  
(Abraham Lincoln (1809-1865), U.S. president. annual 
message to Congress, Dec. 1, 1862. Collected Works of 
Abraham Lincoln, vol. 5, p. 537, Rutgers University Press 
(1953, 1990).)  
 
February is right around the corner as I write this and 
hopefully spring is right behind it. I am excited after seeing 
Steve Chamberlain’s great presentation on specimens from 
the NY State Museum which included a gypsum sample 
found by Dave Millis and because I’ve been meeting with 
Dick Ackerman and the field trip committee. I’m ready to go 
collecting. There should be some good trips this year.  
 
In the mean time, there is a lot going on. The publicity 
committee and the show committee that also met in 
January are working on promoting the club and this year’s 
show. There is the bus trip to the Albany show Feb. 25th. 
Cathy Patterson has done a great job organizing the trip 
and tells me seats are going fast.  
 
Speaking of going fast, if you are planning on signing up to 
go to Wildacres, now is the time. I hear classes fill up there 
rapidly. We will be showing their CD at this month’s 
meeting. 
 
This month’s program on the geology of central New York 
should be excellent and will be presented by Dr. Bruce 
Selleck of Colgate University. 
 
I am currently collating the surveys I have received and I 
look forward to receiving yours. Remember to turn them in 
by the Feb. meeting to be eligible for the drawing. Keep 
Lincoln’s above quote in mind while filling them out. I will 
be using them to contact members for various projects. 
 
I will not be at the Feb. meeting and have arranged for Vice 
President Dick Ackerman to preside. Carol Hamilton Gibbs 
and Bob Graham have volunteered to help with the junior 
rock hound group at 6:30 pm that evening. Parents with 
children interested in attending this month’s junior meeting 
please contact me at 668-8470 so that we will have 

enough materials on hand. Don’t forget to 
trim up those specimens and finish up 
those projects for the upcoming Mineral 
and Lapidary competitions. 
 
John Sweeney 
Club President 
Photo by Loren Patterson 
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Regular Meeting Minutes - January 16, 2006 
 
Old Business: 
Wild Acres  May 21 – 28 and September 11 – 17, 2006 
$328 for lodging, food, and class. Bob Livingston had sign 
up forms for the May registration, which fills up fast. More 
Information can be found at gmss.us and follow the links to 
EFMLS/ Wild Acres. 
 
Member June Wolle spoke of the need for warm clothing for 
the homeless in Syracuse area. Household items, clothing 
etc. can be brought to the February meeting and will be 
delivered to the relief center by the Wolles. She thanked 
our members for donating their items at the January 
meeting. 
 
Steve Chamberlain who brought brochures mentioned The 
Annual James Campbell Memorial Gem, Mineral & Fossil 
Show at the New York State Museum, Empire Plaza 
February 25-26. Cathy Patterson gave more details of this 
club field trip. All should send checks to Cathy Patterson to 
ensure a spot on the bus. 
 
New Business: 
Show committee meeting January 18, 7:00 PM place TBA. 
 
Loren Patterson made “Enjoy the City” dining and service 
coupon books available to members for purchase. 
 
The Hospitality Committee requested volunteers to sign up 
for monthly refreshments.   
 
The Steering Committee survey was handed out at the 
meeting with a request to fill out and return ASAP to John 
Sweeney. 
 
President John Sweeney asked for ideas from the floor for 
where we could locate a club workshop as well as what 
equipment we might purchase. 
 
Bob Graham Lou Budell, and Dick Ackerman won Door 
Prizes. 
 
Program Review – January 16, 2006 
 
– Treasures of the New York State Museum - by Dr. Steve 
Chamberlain 
Dr. Chamberlain brought multiple slides that were shown 
on his laptop projection showing the myriad of mineral 
treasures collected in New York State. Some of the more 
unusual specimens were collected from excavations of the 
New York City water tunnel currently under construction. 
The “sandhog” diggers are finding rare and soon to be 
cemented over minerals that heretofore were ignored by 
leading university research teams until Mike Hawkins for 
the New York State Museum in Albany and Steve took 
notice.   
     Several familiar collecting locations in the North Country 
yielded many one-of-a kind specimens unusual in their size 

or perfection as noted by Dr. Chamberlain. A few of our 
own, now gone, member’s collection specimens also made 
it into the New York State collection. At least two minerals, 
dravite and warwickite are found only in New York though 
most of the other minerals in the collection can be found in 
other locales.   
     Steve’s talk generated several questions and an 
increased interest in the state mineral collection some of 
which will be on display for our field trippers to view 
February 25th. As always Steve offered an excellent and 
entertaining program. 
 
Meeting adjourned 9:35PM 
Respectfully submitted, 
Cathy Patterson 
Secretary 
 
 
Show Committee Minutes 

Submitted by John Sweeney 
 
The show committee has started work on our fortieth 
anniversary show Ruby Red Wonders. The 2006 show, 
which will be held July 8 and 9 will focus on rubies and an 
overall theme of red stones. Bob Livingston presented the 
committee with a timeline of needed publicity and mailing 
activities, and brought the committee up to speed on 
activities already in motion. Marketing strategies were 
discussed and the committee is looking into hiring a public 
relations firm to help with some of the media work. Bringing 
back popular hands-on activities such as the soapstone 
carving, the sluice and beading were approved and a 
variety of demonstrations were suggested. Arrangements 
with the fair grounds, security, and the acquisition of 
exhibits were also covered. John Baumler is working on a 
flyer for the show and Gene Ridall and Lou Budell are 
working with dealers.    
 

 Club Events this Month 
Submitted by Cathy Patterson 

 
February 2006 
 
7 – Executive Board Meeting Carousel Mall Community 
 Room 7:00 – 9:00PM 
 
16 – Beading Workshop Geddes Town Hall 12:30 – Carrie 
Gannett 
 
20 – Regular Meeting    

6:30PM John Baumler part 3 of “ Cabochon 
Crafting” 
7:30PM Bruce Selleck Professor of Geology at 
Colgate “Rocks, Oceans, and Ice: a Billion Years 
ofNew York History” 

 
25 – Bus trip to Albany State Museum & Mineral Show, 
Saturday 8:00AM 
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Beading News 
Submitted by Cathy Patterson 

New on TV 
Just listed in the January/ February WCNY TV Guide is a 
program of interest, Beads, Baubles, and Jewels, on 
Saturday afternoons 3:00 – 3:30 PM. Here’s the listing of 
topics covered: 
February 4 Make an Impression With Pendants 
February 11 -  no program/ Spelling Bee WCNY 
February 18 Wire Works 
February 25 Polymer Clay 
www.beadsbaublesandjewels.com gets you to the show 
website with project details. Check it out! 
 
Workshops 
We had a daytime beading workshop January 12 organized 
by Carrie Gannett held at the Geddes Town Hall, Woods 
Road in Solvay. Four intrepid beaders met, beaded, and 
shared ideas. This group will again meet 12:30–4:00PM 
February 16th. Judy Cook organized the evening bead 
workshop January 23rd at the North Syracuse Public Library 
on south Bay Rd. At the February meeting, we should 
discuss continuing our workshop sessions. A list of all our 
beaders and phone numbers can be made available to our 
group if that is desired.   
 
Community Involvement 
There are a few opportunities for our club to gain notoriety 
in the community by displaying beaded items for sale in 
various community gift shops. Museums, fund raising 
auctions, and other venues might be a great way for us to 
get exposure as a club and might net us a place to sell our 
quality work. Let’s give it some thought, pro and con, and 
have a discussion at one of our upcoming beading 
meetings. These should resume in April at the usual 6:30 
PM time. 
 
February is amethyst month  

Submitted by Cathy Patterson 
 
Aquarius, January 21 – February 19. Amethustos – Greek 
for “not drunken”. Symbolizing sobriety, it is not surprising, 
historically wine goblets were often adorned with or carved 
from amethyst! 
 
The legend of the origin of amethyst comes from Greek 
myths. Dionysius, the god of intoxication, was angered one 
day by an insult from a mere mortal and swore revenge on 
the next mortal who crossed his path, creating fierce tigers 
to carry out his wish. Along came unsuspecting Amethyst, a 
beautiful young maiden on her way to pay tribute to the 
goddess Diana. Diana turned Amethyst into a stature of 
pure crystalline quartz to protect her from the brutal claws. 
Dionysus wept tears of wine in remorse for his action at the 
sight of the beautiful statue. The god's tears stained the 
quartz purple, creating the gem we know today. 
 
Amethyst is mined in Brazil, Uruguay, Bolivia, and 
Argentina, as well as in Zambia, Namibia, and other African 

countries. In pale violet to darkest purple, the more 
valuable form, with a slight reddish flash amethyst is a 
popular stone in modern jewelry. 
www.jewelers.net/amethyst 
 
One of the largest cut amethysts in the world is 343 carats 
and is housed at the National History Museum in London. 
Very dark stones are sometimes heated to enhance color. 
www.bernadine.com/birthstone/amethyst 
 
How many purple colored gemstones can you name??? 
 

SHOP TIP 
 
Pyrite can be cleaned using radiator cleaner (Dupont #7). 
About 2 commercial tablespoons of cleaner in an aluminum 
pan with about two quarts of water is adequate. 
 
Action to remove tarnish is relatively rapid. To rinse, use 
a dilute ammonia solution to neutralize the residual action 
on the specimen. Follow this with clean water. [As with all 
chemicals, be sure to use in a well-ventilated area and 
wear adequate hand and face protection.] 
from Stoney Statements, Nov 2005 via Hound’s Howl, Jan 2006 
 

Bob McGuire Receives Award 
From Gem & Mineral Society, Syracuse 
 
At their December Christmas party, Che-Hanna Club 
President Fran Sick announced that Past President and 
Fluorescent Mineral Specialist, Bob McGuire, had recently 
received a very special award, with a beautiful 
accompanying plaque that she read: 
“To Bob McGuire” 
“In appreciation of his many years of educating the public 
and exhibiting his outstanding collection of fluorescent 
minerals at Syracuse Gem World. 
We Thank You!!” 
The Gem & Mineral Society of Syracuse - 2005" 

Congratulations from all of us, Bob! 
from Shin-Skinner News, Jan 2006 

 

Photo by Clyf Bourne  
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AFMS News 
 
TRUTH & SOME CONSEQUENCES  

by Jon Spunaugle, Conservation & Legislation 
 
During the last few weeks of the 
year 2005, Congress was trying to 
pass a Budget Bill entitled Deficit 
Reduction Act of 2005 (HR 4241) 
before adjourning for the year end 
holiday. Contained in a version of 
the U. S. House of Representatives 
Bill were two sections (Sections 
6201 and 6202) that would make 
changes to the Mining Law. One 
section increased the annual fees 
paid on mining claims and 
increased, slightly, the size of a mining claim. A second 
section would have removed the prohibition on patenting a 
mining claim. This prohibition on patents was put into law 
in the mid “90s. The patenting of a mining claim transfers, 
for a fee, the surface rights on public land to the claim 
owner and thus is, in fact, selling of public lands to private 
parties.  
 
Because several sections of this Budget Bill were 
controversial (including this mining bill change and a 
provision to open a small part of the Arctic National Wildlife 
Reserve (ANWAR), to oil drilling and other provisions, this 
version of the Budget Bill failed to get enough votes to pass 
and was withdrawn to be modified to remove the 
controversial provisions. However, Congress is still working 
on this Budget Bill so stay tuned. It is hard to predict what 
will happen when Congress reconvenes in late January 
2006. The “sister” legislation to this House Bill is in Senate 
Bill S-1932.  
 
When I reviewed the House Bill HR 4241, I did not see any 
major threat to hobby collectors in either section of the 
proposed mining law provisions. Those inclined to oppose 
the patenting of mining claims would feel otherwise. 
However, I always deplore these “hidden” sections in what 
is a Bill that should normally contain budget or 
appropriations language only. It just seems to me that if 
these things need to be changed then it should be done, in 
this case, in a separate Bill to change the mining law. 
Hiding these provisions in these gigantic last minute Bills 
that are voted on with little debate and even less 
knowledge of what they contain is not what most people I 
talk to think Congress should be doing. A recent example I 
am reminded of is a Bill passed a year ago that contained a 
section creating the new “America the Beautiful Pass”, 
Federal Lands Recreation Enhancement Act of 2004. This 
Act was added as a section of the general appropriations 
Bill (HR 4818) late in 2004. It was passed as Congress was 
adjourning a year ago in November. We did not realize what 
had happened until January 2005 when it was already the 
law of the land. 
Speaking of the “America the Beautiful Pass” I expect that 
there will be public input opportunities on the development, 

use, and cost of this national pass in 2006 in preparation 
for implementation in 2007. These opportunities will be 
published in the Federal Register. 
 
There is nothing new to report on the Fossil Bill that seems 
to be bottled up in the U.S. House of Representatives, 
Natural Resource Committee for now.  
 
LASTLY, if you are aware of any hobby problems in the area 
of my Committee’s responsibility that I have not written 
about, I would appreciate an e-mail at <jonspe@juno.com> 
or a phone call at (360) 835-9313 to alert me. This is big 
country to cover and your concerns are important.  
 
AFMS CODE OF ETHICS 
 
I will respect both private and public 
property and will do no collecting on 
privately owned land without the 
owner’s permission.  
I will keep informed on all laws, 
regulations of rules governing collecting on public lands 
and will observe them. I will to the best of my ability, 
ascertain the boundary lines of property on which I plan to 
collect.  
I will use no firearms or blasting material in collecting 
areas.  
I will cause no willful damage to property of any kind - 
fences, signs, buildings.  
I will leave all gates as found.  
I will build fires in designated or safe places only and will be 
certain they are completely extinguished before leaving the 
area.  
I will discard no burning material - matches, cigarettes, etc. 
I will fill all excavation holes which may be dangerous to 
livestock.  
I will not contaminate wells, creeks or other water supply.  
I will cause no willful damage to collecting material and will 
take home only what I can reasonably use.  
I will practice conservation and undertake to utilize fully 
and well the materials I have collected and will recycle my 
surplus for the pleasure and benefit of others.  
I will support the rockhound project H.E.L.P. (Help Eliminate 
Litter Please) and Will leave all collecting areas devoid of 
litter, regardless of how found.  
I will cooperate with field trip leaders and those in 
designated authority in all collecting areas.  
I will report to my club or Federation officers, Bureau of 
Land management or other authorities, any deposit of 
petrified wood or other materials on public lands which 
should be protected for the enjoyment of future 
generations for public educational and scientific purposes.  
I will appreciate and protect our heritage of natural 
resources.  
I will observe the “Golden Rule”, will use “Good Outdoor 
Manners” and will at all times conduct myself in a manner 
which will add to the stature and public “image” of 
rockhounds everywhere. 

from AFMS News, Feb 2006 
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EFMLS News 
 

SCHOLARSHIP NEWS 
by Bob Livingston 

 
WITH YOUR HELP, THE AFMS 
SCHOLARSHIP IS OFF TO A GOOD 
START  
Happy New Year everyone! Since my 
October report, I am happy to state 
that we have had a nice bunch of 

donations and a good start for the New Year. We closed last 
year having collected and turned over to AFMS $1,780.30. 
 
We are very grateful to have received the following 
donations since last report: 
 

Southeast New Hampshire Mineral Club 
from Edith Hammond 

 
David Lines  

In memory of Ken Wauchope 
Credit to  

Southern Maryland Rock & Mineral Club 
 

Gem & Mineral Society of Syracuse 
 

Gem, Lapidary and Mineral Society of Washington, DC 
 

Chesapeake Gem & Mineral Society  
(Their first ever donation*) 

 
Paul Dunning in memory of Irene Perkins with credit to 

Lakeshore Gem & Mineral Club 
 

Bob & Joan Livingston  
In memory of Irene Perkins 

Credit to Gem & Mineral Society of Syracuse 
 

Bob & Joan Livingston  
In memory of Paul Smith 

Credit to Gem & Mineral Society of Syracuse 
 

Gem, Lapidary & Mineral Society of Washington, DC  
In memory of Paul Smith 

 
Manasota Rock & Gem Club  

in memory of Nancy Jayne Brown 
 
 
Send your donation checks made out to “AFMS Scholarship 
Fund” to:  

 
Bob Livingston  

AFMS Scholarship Coordinator, 
59 Ely Drive 

Fayetteville, NY 13066-1001 
 

Thanks much. 

Visit a Show 
from William Lema 

 
February: 
  
25-26: 13th Annual James Campbell Memorial Gem, 
Mineral & Fossil Show co-sponsored by the NY State 
Academy of Mineralogy and the Capital District Mineral 
Club. New York State Museum at Empire State Plaza, 
Madison Av., Albany, NY. 
 
March:  
 
4–5: 43rd Annual Earth Science Gem & Mineral Show 
sponsored by the Delaware Mineralogical Society. Delaware 
Technical & Community College (I-95 Exit 4B, Churchman’s 
Rd), Newark (Stanton), DE  
 
17-19: 36th Annual Unifour Gem, Mineral & Jewelry Show 
sponsored by the Catawba Valley Gem & Mineral Club. 
Hickory Metro Convention Center, I-40 exit 125, Hickory, NC  
 
18-19: 42nd Annual Gem, Mineral & Fossil Show 
sponsored by the Gem, Lapidary & Mineral Society of 
Montgomery County, MD. Montgomery County Fairgrounds, 
16 Chestnut St; Gaithersburg, MD  
 

25-26: 37th Annual Che-Hanna Rock & Mineral Show 
sponsored by the Che-Hanna Rock & Mineral Club. Athens 
Twp. Volunteer Fire Hall, 150 Herrick Av; Sayre, PA.  
 
 
25: 16th Annual Rock, Mineral & Fossil Show sponsored by 
the Southern Maryland Rock & Mineral Club. Clearwater 
Nature Center, 11000 Thrift Rd., Clinton, MD 
 
April:  
 
Mar 30 – Apr. 2: Atlantic Micromounters 
Conference sponsored by the Micromineralogists of the 
National Capital Area. MHA Conference Center, Elkridge, 
MD. For registration & info, contact Steve Weinberger at 
<cscrystals2@verizon.net>.  
 

1–2: 37th Annual Gem, Mineral & Fossil Show sponsored 
by the NY Southern Tier Geology Club. Johnson City Senior 
Center, Brockton St., Johnson City, NY. 
 
July: 
 

8–9: 40th Annual Jewelry, Gem & Fossil Show sponsored by 
the Gem & Mineral Society of Syracuse, Inc. this year again 
back at the Verizon Center of Progress Bldg. at the New 
York State Fairgrounds, Exit 7 from Rt. 690, Syracuse, NY 
 
 

from EFMLS News, Feb20 06 
 
Photo by Loren Patterson 
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Mineral & Fossil Contest Rules for March 
 

1. Members in good standing may enter specimens personally collected that have not been entered in a prior mineral contest of 
the Gem & Mineral Society of Syr. as well as specimens purchased. See Silver Pick rules below. Limit one entry per category.  
 

2. Divisions-. Senior Division - members 18 years of age and over  
                       Junior Division - members under 18 years of age.  
 

3. Categories:    Minerals: a) Cabinet specimens - 2x3" or larger  
                                            b) Thumbnails and miniatures - under 2x3"  

               c) Micro-minerals, mounted or not mounted, requiring magnification. 
 .                                          d) Suites - a group of specimens of any size from one location.                                                                        

                              (Micromounts excluded because of judging time limitations) 
                            Fossils: one specimen, any size                                                    
4. Specimens may be mounted or not mounted, cleaned, trimmed, etc. to make them more attractive but may not be lacquered 
or otherwise coated (except fossils).  
 

5. Points in judging will be awarded by the following schedule:  
 

                                 3A+3B        3C      3D      Fossils                                                                                      
 QUALITY                     70          60        70        65                                                                                                                      
 RARITY                       10          10        10        10                                                                                                               
 LABELING                  10          10        10        15                                                                                             
 ORIENTATION__                      10____________                                                                                                              
SHOWMANSHIP         10         10         10        10  
 

Quality: freedom from damage; attractiveness, aesthetic appeal, luster  
Rarity: rareness, which increases a specimen's desirability as a species, locality, crystal form, etc.                                
Labeling: Minerals: a) Species (Fleisher's "Glossary of Mineral Species" is a suggested reference)  
                                     b) Variety if appropriate                                                                                                                                                         
.                                  c) Locality 
                  Fossils:        a) Phylum and class  
                                      b) Locality, including geological period and rock formation if possible  
 

                 Correct spelling is important. Do NOT put your name on the label.  
   Competitors are encouraged to provide a second label with information about the rarity or significance of the 
specimen.                                                       
   Orientation: Competitors entering micro minerals are encouraged to include a microscope if possible. Otherwise, 
micros should be oriented to view from above.  

 

6. Prizes for self-collected entries: Awards will be based on point achievement only.                                                                                          
.                   First Place - a blue ribbon for highest score with a minimum of 80 points  
                   Second Place - a red ribbon for second highest score with a minimum of 70 points.                                .        
                   Third Place - a yellow ribbon for third highest score with a minimum of 60 points  
In addition, all specimens scoring over 60 points will receive an honorable mention if a ribbon is not awarded.  
 

7. Silver Pick (purchased specimen) Contest: For members who purchased their entry during the past year. Categories are the 
same as in #3 above. Judging and points will be the same, but no ribbons will be issued.  
 

8. The club shall provide 2 qualified judges who will indicate, on a scorecard with each entry, the points awarded, and any 
helpful comments for the competitor's information (time permitting).  
9. The contest may be entered by proxy. 



 
P.O. Box 801 
Syracuse, New York 13201  
                                                     

 
 
 
First Class Mail 
 

February 2006 
 
Time Dated Material 
 
 
 
 

      Crack ‘N Cab               
 
The newsletter of the Gem and Mineral Society of Syracuse, Inc. 
      Eight persons organized the Gem and Mineral Society of 
Syracuse in 1951. Since that time it has grown in membership to 
include adults, families, and young folk. The Society was 
incorporated in 1969 under the name. 
      The objectives of the Society are to stimulate interest in 
mineralogy, paleontology, and the lapidary arts. Individual 
interests include collecting, identification, and display of minerals 
and fossils, and many aspects of jewelry design and fabrication. 
      The monthly meetings stimulate the social and educational 
factors. Frequent field trips provide collectors with opportunities to 
find specimens as well as to enjoy the benefits of outdoor exercise 
and potential friendships. 
      The Society meets on the third Monday of every month at 7:30 
PM in the Parish House of the First Presbyterian Church, 620 
West Genesee Street, Syracuse, New York. (Except in July, August, 
& December.) 
Visitors are always welcome.                                   
                                                                                                 
Annual membership dues: 
Single Adult - $6 
Junior - $3 
Family - $9 
Honorary Life Membership - $3 
For more information write to the Gem & 
Mineral Society of Syracuse, P.O. Box 801, 
Syracuse, New York 13201. 
 

 
Officers 2005-2006 
President                       John Sweeney             668-8470            
Vice-President               Dick Ackerman            363-2269 
Treasurer                       Lou Budell                    673-1891           
Secretary                       Cathy Patterson           638-8817              
Show Chairman             to be announced                     
Sergeant-at-Arms          Rollie Allen                    xxx - xxxx   
---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Librarian                                Cathy Patterson    638-8817 
Sunshine                               Gloria Royer           677-3730 
Refreshments                      Joan Livingston      446-4505 
Editor                                    Loren Patterson     638-8817 
                                              7725 Van Buren Rd.         
                                              Baldwinsville, NY 13027 
                                  Email:  lnpatterson@gmss.us 
Visit us online at: http://www. gmss.us  
Permission is hereby granted to reprint material contained in the 
Crack ‘N Cab if proper credit is given to the author, if known, and 
this bulletin. 

 


