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Special points of interest:

e Beading Group meets at 6:30
PM.

Youth Group meets at 6:30
PM.

Regular Meeting starts at
7:30 PM.

Refreshments offered after
the program.

* Guests are always welcome.
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CRACK ‘N CAB

Gem & Mineral Society of Syracuse, Inc.
P.O. Box 801, Syracuse, NY 13201

Monday, May 16th, 2005—The Lapidary Contest

This month’s program features a
mineral program by Dave Millis.
Dave is doing a double header
today for the 5th grade at Cen-
tral Square in the afternoon and
our mineral program after the
meeting. Dave will be talking
about his experiences in New
Mexico and some of the material
he collected there. He is an in-
teresting and knowledgeable
mineral collector. Don’t miss this
evening with the “Rock Doc”.

The Lapidary Contest is also on
the agenda Monday night. Bring
your cabochons, faceted stones,
metal craft, jewelry, wire-
wrapped, novelty (bead work), or

>David Millis - “Rock Doc” Photo by L Patterson
carving to enter in the contest. See the
rules on page 7 of the April issue of the
Crack ‘N Cab.

Upcoming GMSS Programs

May Lapidary Competition Rules
and guidelines were published in
the April newsletter.

June Work Night as usual to pre-
pare for the July show July 9-10.
Come prepared to get the job done
then reward yourself with a make-
your-own ice cream sundae.

July - The Jewelry, Mineral & Fossil
Show 2005 will be in the Cargill

Building at the State Fairgrounds on July
9-10 this year only.

August— The annual picnic at Heritage
Park is tentatively set for Aug. 7th. A map
directions and more will be in the June
issue of the Crack ‘N Cab.

Note: This is not part of our calendar,
but the Springfield Show is on August
12, 13, and 14 this year.
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President’s Message

At our recent auction, | noticed some chisels for sale
and in fact ended up with two. They were obviously
well used; you could tell because the top edges where
they had been struck repeatedly were rolled over and
mushroomed. Someone at the meeting even
suggested that they needed to be cleaned up before
being used safely. | took them home and dressed them
on my grinding wheel. | ground off all the distressed
rolled over edges and reshaped the bevel on the
business end of the chisel in order to keep the chisels
safe. The edges left as they were, could have
splintered off while being struck and sent sharp metal
shards at anyone nearby, or |, when the chisels were
struck.

| bring this up because spring is here and people are
beginning to head out collecting. Some people are
using old tools, some are using new tools, and some
people are using tools they have never used before or
haven’'t used in a while. No matter which scenario
pertains, certain safety precautions should be
addressed.

Personal protective equipment or PPE should be used.
This includes eye protection, safety glasses or goggles,
gloves, proper footwear and clothing and a hard hat
where there is danger of objects falling on, you
guessed it, your head.

Eye protection is one of the most important pieces of
safety equipment. Goggles and safety glasses are
relatively inexpensive yet can protect your eyes from
the above mentioned tool fragments, fragments of the
stone you are working and even from the wind blown
rock dust that is prevalent in most quarries or dry
digging areas.

Gloves keep your hands clean and keep you from
getting blisters and cuts on your hands while handling
rocks and debris.

Proper clothing not only keeps you at the right
temperature and dry, but can protect you from flying
rock chips and too much sun as well.

Hard hats and steel-toed shoes can protect you from
heavy falling or rolling objects, dropped specimens and
are normally considered mandatory equipment while
digging or collecting at industrial sites like quarries.

Tools should be inspected and possibly dangerous
equipment such as mushroomed chisels or wedges
and hammers with loose handles should be repaired
or replaced.

With the proper PPE, good planning, and preparation, a
safe and successful field trip will not be an accident.
Good luck and good hunting.

Other news: Rumor has it the nominating committee is
looking for a Sergeant-at-Arms for next year. We are an
equal opportunity club; ladies and gentlemen are both

welcome. We will again be passing
around the sign-up sheet for show
duties at this meeting.

This month is the lapidary contest.

Club President
John Sweeney

Photo by L. Patterson

Fred Pough Speaks

Submitted by Bob Livingston

Rare, Nearby Opportunity for
Mineral Lovers

Short notice, but we have just
learned that those of you who are
into minerals have a great
opportunity to hear world renown
author and mineral pro, Dr.
Frederick Pough talk this coming
Tuesday night, May 17 at 7:30 pm in Rochester where
he will be speaking to the Rochester Mineral Club
about his life experiences studying, collecting,
identifying and enjoying minerals of all types -- sort of
playing out his autobiography. Our membership is
invited.

Dr. Pough is an interesting speaker and the price is
right, "Free", so a few of you could do well to car pool
up to hear his talk. Despite being well into his 90s,
Pough is still highly thought of and still going strong.
The talk will be where the club meets in Brighton Town
Hall Community Room (Suburb of Rochester) located
at 2300 EImwood Avenue, Brighton, NY.

It is not often we get the opportunity to hear a man of
his stature so close and without charge. Go and enjoy.
Refreshments will be served. John Davis is hoping to
go, I'm sure.

More info: Chuck Hiler, president of the club, (585)
924-7496.
Photos by L. Patterson
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| Executive Board Minutes - Apr. 11

Nine members were in
attendance.

Old Business:

John Davis has bought the
microscope camera the club had
for sale.

The club trip to the PRI is set for
Saturday April 30.

New Business

NEFTA (North Eastern Field Trip
Alliance) is now called EFTA
(Eastern Field Trip Alliance). There
will be EFTA sponsored trips
locally. Pitcairn (apatite, blue
calcite, albite, etc.), Benson Mines
(iron). Alden April 22/23, Owasco
Lake fossils May 1?? Dates, times,
directions, contact information not
available at this time.

Brownville Swap - May 7,
Saturday at Fire House/
Community Center in Sackets
Harbor. Swap at 1:00 PM, Auction
3:00 PM (or earlier), Dinner 5:00
PM (or earlier). Dinner is free. A
donation to the auction to pay for
your meal is expected.

Sunshine News - Tom Smith
(Pittsford, NY) is anticipating back
surgery soon. Irene Perkins is
having health challenges with
cancer.

May Program Dave Millis will be

the mineral program presenter in
May.

Show Report - Gene Ridall gave
an update on how the show
details are coming. We need to
start recruiting volunteers ASAP.
There are 47 retail dealers and
wholesale is filled. The train group
will again be asked to return this
summer and in 2006.

2006 - This will be the 40t
Anniversary of our show. Bob
Livingston suggested we think

about special details for next
year's show, as it's a special
anniversary.

Meeting adjourned at 9:15.

Regular Meeting Minutes
- Apr. 18 -

President John Sweeney called
the meeting to order at 7:45 PM
with 41 in attendance of which 3
were guests.

Old Business:
Field Trips -

e Tim Hart, our EFTA dig
organizer and field trip
chairman, and 45 rock
hounds attended the
Crystal Grove dig April 16.
Perfect weather and
Herkimer “diamond” finds
for all made it a successful
dig day. Jay Tinker brought
in a large Herkimer
specimen in matrix to
dazzle the eyes.

e April 23, Saturday the
Alden, NY pyritized fossils
dig is lead by Tim Hart.

e QOwasco Lake fossils
Sunday, May 1at 2:00.
Call Tim Hart for sign up.
All were to meet at the
Hess Station in Auburn on
North St.

Other Events —

e 41st Annual Jefferson
County Swap/Sell,
auction, Dinner,
Saturday May 7. Swap
at 1:00, auction 3:00,
Dinner 5:00PM.

e Wayne County EFTA
dig Sunday May 8
10:00 AM Dale Bush
Farm, Welsh Rd.
Richville, NY dravite
(brown tourmaline)

New Business:
Reminders

* Volunteers are needed
to serve on club’s
many committees as
well as to sign up for
working at the club
show in July. A sign up
sheet was passed
around.

e Lapidary competition
at May meeting. Let’s
have plenty of
participation. Dave
Millis  will be our
program speaker on
minerals too.

e Constitution Changes
- Tim Hart made a
motion to accept as
written and vote on
proposed constitution
changes at the May
meeting. Seconded by
Lou Budell and
assembly unanimously
voted to do so.

e Dick Ackerman will

provide “Sweetie
Treaties” at the May
meeting.

Jay Tinker, Rollie Allen, Elizabeth
Russell, and Pat Russell won door
prizes.

Auction followed and meeting
adjourned at 9:20 PM

Respectfully submitted,
Cathy Patterson, Club Secretary

Photo by L. Patterson
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\ Sergeant-at-Arms Needed to Start in September

Dick Ackerman is retiring after two years in this
position. These are the responsibilities as listed in the
Constitution:

Section 7. The Sergeant-At-Arms

A. Shall assist in preserving order on the floor of
the meeting hall as the chair may direct; and

B. Shall be responsible for the register of all Society
property, shall participate with the outgoing
Sergeant-at-Arms in an inventory of property at the
beginning of the term, and will report at the Annual
Meeting of any discrepancies in inventory, as well
as the additions and retirement of property during
the term.

In addition to the Constitutional duties listed above,
the Sergeant-at-Arms would be expected to
regularly attend the Executive Board meetings and
the general meeting as often as possible. If anyone
would be interested in being nominated for this
position or any other position on the Board, please
contact John Sweeney at 315-668-8470 or by email
at: johnsweeney@gmss.us.

Sunshine News

We want to say hello to Doris
Henderson who is recovering from
surgery and could use a little sunny
cheer. We miss you Doris, but we
realize it is difficult for you to get to

the meetings these days.

Tom Smith of Pittsford, a long time member and show
dealer is just back from back surgery. We send him a
sunny hello and wishes for a speedy mend.

We recently learned that long time member and show
dealer Russell Crocoll of Cheektowaga (near Buffalo)
has recently passed away. We have sent a card to
Russell’s family. (See address below.)

Russell Crocoll was a member for years of the Gem &
Mineral Society of Syracuse and a long time mineral
dealer at our annual shows.

Russell Crocoll, Buffalo, NY, died the later part of April
in a hospital there. For years, Russ has been "Mr.
Turquoise" in most upstate shows, until recently
including ours. Despite having difficulty getting around
due to bad legs, Russ up until a couple years back,
loved to go to Tucson in February and make the
rounds to renew his supply of "Turq" in carved pieces
plus every conceivable shape, hue and size cab. He
was partial to those knockout blues but carried some
of the greener stones too. Dick Stimer, who supplied
the information, claims that Russ was responsible for
getting him into his business well over 30 years ago.
Starting off, Dick first worked booths for Russ at the
NY State Fair and several other shows in the
Northeast.

Sympathy cards may be sent to The Russell Crocoll
Family, 159 Eastland Pkwy., Cheektowaga, NY 14225.

Wildacres

By Loren Patterson

There are still a few slots left for the spring session
now less than a month off on June 3 - 9th. There will
be Wildacres registration sheets available at the sign-
in table at the May meeting. There is still time to do a
class at the Wildacres mountain top retreat in June or
September. Take advantage of this reasonably priced
learning resource for a week at a cool, relaxing resort.

| Some “Pun”ishment

1. Two vultures board an airplane; each is
carrying two dead raccoons. The stewardess
looks at them and says, “I'm sorry, gentlemen,
only one carrion allowed per passenger”.

2. Two boll weevils grew up in the Deep South.
One went to Hollywood and became a famous
actor. The other stayed behind in the cotton
fields and never amounted to much. The
second one, naturally, became known as the
lesser of two wee-vils.

3. Two Eskimos sitting in a kayak were chilly, but
when they lit a fire in the craft, it sank, proving
once again that you can’t have your kayak and
heat it too.

4. There was the person who sent 10 different
puns to friends, with the hope that at least
one of the puns would make them laugh.
Unfortunately, no pun in 10 did!

From the Jefferson County Rock & Mineral Club
Newsletter Dec/04
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| Check Out the Gilsum Swap

| Beading News

Submitted by Marilyn Baumler

True rockhounds will not want to miss
the Gilsum Swap. This annual show
runs from June 25 to June 26 in Gilsum,
New Hampshire. This is an outdoor
show so be prepared for soggy fields
and the chance of rain, or a beautiful day. John and |
have been to this show three times in the last 10
years, and it always has something new and different.
You can swap or buy. In the past, there have been
small collectors, Canadian sellers, at least one
wholesaler, African carvings in wood or malachite, and
plenty of variety.

The show is held on the Gilsum Elementary School
and Town Recreation Fields, Route 10, Gilsum, New
Hampshire. Gilsum is 8 miles northeast of Keene, NH.
Hours are Sat 8 a.m. - 6 p.m. and Sun. 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Entrance to the show and parking are by donation
(whatever you wish to contribute.) Food is available on
site. This includes hot dogs, hamburgers, a Sun.
pancake Brunch, a Sat. eve ham and bean supper, a
chicken barbecue, and a bake sale by the Gilsum
Historical Society. You will not go hungry at this show!

This is a very scenic area. Is there anywhere in
Vermont or New Hampshire that isn't? The Keene
Swanzey area has several covered bridges and
antique stores. We have always stayed in Keene, but
motels there (Days Inn and Super 8) fill up fast on the
weekend. You can also check out Brattleboro, VT, 15
miles west of Keene. Most of the major motel chains
are available there. There is also camping space at
the show site (call 603-357-9636) to check on
camping space at $10 per night. Hearty souls could
do the trip in 1 day from Syracuse, but it is a good 4 to
5 hour drive one way. Staying over makes a great
weekend getaway.

The June 2005 issue of Rock and Gem magazine has
an article (pp. 60-65) on Bellows Falls Sillimanite.
Bellows Falls in Vermont is about 22 miles northwest
of Keene, NH The article tells about an easy access
collecting site on the west side of the Connecticut
River. Pictured in the article are garnet (round,
reddish-brown in gneiss) and "turkey tracks"
polymorphs of sillimanite. They describe a family
friendly, fun site. For more detailed information check
out the article.

The show and the scenery have always been well
worth the trip. It is a fun, casual, friendly experience.
Photo by L. Patterson

Submitted by Cathy Patterson

We’'ll meet again at 6:30 PM for our second to the last
beading get together before the summer hiatus from
regular meetings. Is it possible that a year has already
gone by since we've started meeting as a group? | feel
I've learned so much from being in the company of
others who share my love for all things beaded. We
may want to discuss where our group is headed for
next year. The next formal get together will be in
September. Don’t forget the June meeting is devoted
to work related details for the July show.

I’d like to thank Carrie Gannett who conceived of the
idea to start the beading group as an offshoot of the
club and who Kkindly offered her assistance to all
those who were new to beading and needed to get a
“leg up” on the how to’s of getting started (myself
included!). | also wish to thank the beaders for sharing
with the group what they were doing and for bringing
ideas for discussion that brought us further along
than we would have gotten individually.

Don’t forget we have the opportunity to competitively
show our creations in the Lapidary Competition,
Monday night. Our category will be #107 Novelty
under the rules printed in the April Crack ‘N Cab. We
will be creating a new set of judging criteria for this
category as it is a new one to the club and is to be
considered a work in progress. Let’'s look at it as a
way to critique our artistic expressions for self-
improvement rather than be to win a ribbon. | think
there is something to learn from entering this
competition.

Laurels and Accolades!

Kudos to Tim Hart!

A big thank you to our intrepid Vice President/EFTA field trip
chairman! Tim has arranged several field trips for our club
members as well as those with combined clubs. It takes
time and effort to get the details of these fun events
organized and we applaud his efforts! That’s what being a
member of a club is all about - getting out with friends who
enjoy the outdoors and just can’t get enough rocks! Thanks,
Tim!

Laurels to Jay!
Many thanks go to Jay Tinker who planned our outing to the

PRI. We know Jay is busy at work and attending to family
obligations and is very active in this fine organization and
we’re lucky to have him being the go between the PRI and
the GMSS. Those who traveled to Ithaca on Saturday for the
tour enjoyed a fun day. Jay has done so much for the club
to further our knowledge of all things fossil he is to be
commended!
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AFMS News

FROM THE PRESIDENT-ELECT
by Jim Robinson

| am sure many of you reading this
message have heard of the recent
legislation that cancels the Golden
Age Passports, and Golden Access
passes to National Parks and
Public Lands through the nation. In
the last days before the holidays,

Congress passed a mammoth appropriations bill some
3000 pages long. This bill contains, besides the necessary
budgets for departments, thousands of ‘pork barrel
amendments for a wide variety of projects. This is typical of
many bills passed by Congress and most of these

I AFMS N

amendments are never read nor
discussed. One such part of this bill
cancels the lifetime Golden Age

Passport  for  senior’s legislation wy
(currently a one time payment of $10.00). i

In its place, Congress has voted to create the \v
"America The Beautiful " card at $100 peryear. ¥  For
this we would be allowed access to all USFS and BLM lands
for the purpose of recreation and to the National Parks. To
use a phrase from an article by Peter Martin, President of
Scribe: “The threat to gem, mineral and rockhounding clubs
is clear, but we are not the only ones affected. Consider the
impact on a church picnic into a USFS forest, and the need
to ensure everyone has his or her pass. Perhaps the
commercial collecting agents will turn their primary focus
on rock hounding and the godly, and leave hunters alone;
who will demand a pass from someone with a loaded rifle?”
This section to the house bill was inserted at the last
moment as a late night deal between two Representatives
from Alaska and Ohio neither of whom have public lands in
their districts. This section was never discussed on the floor
of the House or the Senate. The way in which this section
became law is an affront to every law-abiding citizen of this
country. | hope each and every one will join me in making
this known to all our elected officials in the House and
Senate. Jim

4: PESA Spring Mineralfest sponsored by the Pennsylvania
Earth Sciences Assoc., Inc. Macungie Memorial Park
Building, Macungie, PA, eight miles southwest of Allentown.

11: 3rd Annual Rock Swap and Sale sponsored by the
Danbury Mineralogical Society and the Connecticut
Museum of Mining and Mineral Science. Connecticut
Antiqgue Machinery Assoc. Museum, Rt. 7, Kent, CT.

25-26: 41st Annual Gilsum Rock Swap and Mineral Show.
Gilsum Elementary School, Rt 10; Gilsum, NH

July

9 - 10: 39th Annual Jewelry and Mineral Show and Sale
sponsored by the Gem & Mineral Society of Syracuse.
NOTE: same hours but in a larger building - Cargill
Exposition Center, State Fairgrounds, Syracuse, NY

EFMLS News - Visit a Show by William Lema

May

21: Annual Micromineral Symposium sponsored by The
Micromounters of New England. Hudson, MA Elks Club. For
further information, contact Mike Swanson at (413) 773-
3867 or <msmicros@crocker.com>.

June

3, 4, & 5: 32nd Annual Tannehill Gem,
Mineral, Fossil & Jewelry Show sponsored
by the Alabama Mineral & Lapidary Society.
Tannehill Ironworks Historical State Park
(from Birmingham take I-20/59 S. to Exit #100 or take Exit
#1 off I-459 and follow signs.

16-17: 36th Annual Gem and Mineral Show sponsored by
the Gem City Rock & Mineral Club. Perry Hi-way Hose
Company, 8270 Peach Street (Rt.19, 1/4 mile South of I-
90 exit 24), Erie, PA.

30-31: 26th Annual Champlain Valley Gem, Mineral &
Fossil Show sponsored by the Burlington

Mineral Club. Tuttle Middle School, 500 Dorset St., South
Burlington, Vermont.

August
6-7: 56th Annual Gem Show sponsored by the Gem,

Lapidary and Mineral Society of Washington, D.C. Ramada
Hotel and Exhibition Center, 8500 Annapolis Rd, New
Carrollton, MD (Exit 20-B off the I-95/495 Beltway.)

27-28: Annual Show sponsored by the St. Lawrence County
Mineral Club at the Canton Sportsman Club, Canton, NY.
Fluorescent mineral hunt on the 26t PM.

September
3 & 4: 16th Annual Rockhounders Gem & Mineral Show

sponsored by the Kennebec Rocks & Minerals Club.
National Guard Armory, Western Av; Augusta, ME.

10-11: Annual Jewelry, Gem & Mineral Show sponsored by
the Northern Berkshire Mineral Club. VFW Hall, Rt. 2 at the
Mohawk Trail, North Adams, MA.

17 -18: Annual Gem & Mineral Show sponsored
by the Central Pennsylvania Rock and Mineral Club, Zembo
Shrine Auditorium, 3rd & Division Streets, Harrisburg, PA.

OCTOBER

1: PESA Autumn Mineralfest sponsored by the
Pennsylvania Earth Sciences Assoc., Inc. Macungie
Memorial Park Building, Macungie, PA, eight miles
southwest of Allentown.
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The Brownville Swap

By Loren Patterson

The “Swap” happened on May 7th. These days it
happens in Sackett’s Harbor not at St. Paul’'s Church
Rectory, as was the tradition for many years. The
rectory was a small sort of cozy building to gather in
but, due to circumstances, is no longer available for
the Jefferson County Rock & Mineral Club’s event. It is
held now at the Sackett’'s Harbor Community
Center/Fire Hall and retains much of its original
charm due to the good vibes provided by the Jefferson
County club-members.

Their formula is - bring a specimen to donate for your
dinner, buy a few rocks, talk about past and future
field trips, have a good time. And we did!

L ]

uctioneer Edley Brown holding a fair sized selenite

specimen with many more goodies still on the table.

There were several tables of specimens available for
sale or swap from all over and many Canadian
minerals were offered. Tables are available for anyone
with hobby-oriented material to swap or sell
Brownville is referred to as the kick-off event for
mineral shows in Central New York.

The Jefferson County Club sells raffle tickets for a
Grand Prize drawing to supplement the proceeds from
the auction. This year’s grand prize was a beautiful
ten-inch tall amethyst cathedral.

This friendly event that is not that far away always
produces a good time. Don’'t miss this next year
usually on the first Saturday in May.

The Grand Prize — an amethyst cathedral that just
happens to be my birthstone. Lucky for me, | won it!

Rockhound Poetry

Author Unknown

Rocks on the lawn, rocks in the shed.

Shovels and hammers under the bed.
Boots and knapsacks beside the door.
Clay and grit. all over the floor.

Slabs and specimens on the chairs.
Boxes of crystals. on the stairs.

A rockhounds home is a disgrace.
But, oh, it’s such a happy place!

from the Kingston Lapidary & Mineral Club via the
Mineral Club Newsletter

Jefferson County Rock &
June/04

from the Scribe CD 2003
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Gem and Mineral Society of Syracuse, Inc.

Eight persons organized the Gem and Mineral Society of Syracuse
in 1951. Since that time it has grown in membership to include adults,
families, and young folk. The Society was incorporated in 1969 under the
name.

The objectives of the Society are to stimulate interest in
mineralogy, paleontology, and the lapidary arts. Individual interests include
collecting, identification, and display of minerals and fossils, and many
aspects of jewelry design and fabrication.

The monthly meetings stimulate the social and educational factors.
Frequent field trips provide collectors with opportunities to find specimens as
well as to enjoy the benefits of outdoor exercise and potential friendships.

The Society meets on the third Monday of every month at 7:30 PM
in the Parish House of the First Presbyterian Church, 620 West Genesee
Street, Syracuse, New York. (Except in July, August, & December.)

Visitors are always welcome.

Annual membership dues: /\
Single Adult - $6 / )
Junior - $3 ,fs Ccf‘i“i
Family - $9 LR

Honorary Life Membership - $3
For more information write to the Gem & Mineral Society of Syracuse,
P.O. Box 801, Syracuse, New York 13201

Officers 2004-2005

President John Sweeney 668-8470
Vice-President Tim Hart 625-4485
Treasurer Dave Arcaro 622-6542
Secretary Cathy Patterson 638-8817
Show Chairman to be announced

Sergeant-at-Arms Dick Ackerman 363-2269

Librarian Cathy Patterson 638-8817
Sunshine Gloria Royer 677-3730
Refreshments Joan Livingston 446-4505
Editor Loren Patterson  638-8817

7725 Van Buren Rd.
Baldwinsville, NY 13027
. Inpatterson@gmss.us
Visit us online at: http://www. gmss.us

Permission is hereby granted to reprint material contained in the Crack
‘N Cab if proper credit is given to the author, if known, and this bulletin.



