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Review of Last Month’s Program – the “Picnic” 

by Loren Patterson 
 
On August 7th, the members of the Gem & Mineral 
Society that were able met at Heritage Park in North 
Syracuse to attend our annual picnic. The “Club” 
furnished soda, sausage, hamburgers, and hot dogs. 
The members brought many special dishes to share 
and all had a delicious and memorable time. 

 
Cathy & Loren Patterson (standing) with Carrie Gannet, 
Dave Millis, and Kurt Schindler seated for wirewrap clinic. 
 
Dave Millis was on hand to teach an elementary 
wirewrap class and many participated to try their hand 
in “Wirewrap 101”. After the meal was shared, Dave 
led the group in some light-hearted contests like 
racing with marbles balanced on spoons and 
bouncing a whiffle ball into a bucket or box for points. 
Dave kept score and when everyone had played, a 
winner was selected to win a nice mineral 

Rona Schindler shows proper form in the “Whiffle Ball 
Toss” with Pete Faes, Dave Millis, Linda Clark, and John 
Sweeney looking on. 
 

specimen. All who had won their match also could 
choose a rocky prize. The weather was fair and we 
enjoyed a lovely day for our outing. Dave Millis 
provided all prizes and games. Thank You, Dave! 
 
Letter to the Editor 
 
 Now that another successful show is behind us, it 
seems like a good time to review the club's financial 
position. When we previously requested such data it 
was before the show and we were told there were too 
many unknowns to get a good picture. This surprised 
us since the books should be balanced at any time.  
 
At the next meeting, we believe it would be 
appropriate to have copies available of last year's 
audit as well as a detailed report on our current 
position – and an up-to-date balance sheet. Since we 
are a non-profit organization, such data is public 
information. Knowing the financial status should be of 
interest to each member of this club and would 
enhance full participation in the club's affairs. 

Vic and Marie Cole 
 

Upcoming Programs 
 
Next month’s program will feature our autumn mineral 
and fossil auction. Read the auction rules on page 7 
of this newsletter. Start looking now for those extra 
specimens to donate to the club for sale or any that 
you wish to sell for yourself. 
 
The program for November has not yet been 
announced. 
 
Refreshments 
 
Bob and Joan Livingston will be bringing some special 
treats for the September 19th meeting. Don’t miss this 
special awards event. 
 

 
Photo by Loren Patterson 
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Beading News 
By Cathy Patterson 

 
Welcome back from our long 
summer hiatus of; days at the 
beach, hanging out by the pool, or 

just slowing down to enjoy this “delicious” summer. 
The group hasn’t met since May so it’s time to get 
back together and talk beads and jewelry! I hope this 
was a stellar summer for all.  
      This summer I’ve spent a few days doing some 
serious bead shopping and am ready for those rainy, 
cloudy, snowy days perfect for beading this fall and 
winter. Three shopping trips replenished my bead 
supplies.  
     Our show was most productive shopping wise. 
When I got a few minutes off from working at the 
show, I spent them in the wholesale area. The retail 
floor had some wonderful buys also, though I wish I 
could have spent a good block of time perusing the 
whole area 
     The next show that was a last minute decision was 
the Springfield, MA show which was ENORMOUS! I 
spent several hours in the wholesale area again but 
bought much less. I had already stocked up at our 
show. The retail floor had many vendors selling 
unusual lapidary items and a wide array of minerals. 
Not to be missed was the Swarovski crystal dealer 
whose table area seemed as long as half a football 
field! Such eye candy!! I recommend putting that show 
on your list of places to visit next summer. 
     Most recently Loren and I attended the St. 
Lawrence Club show and swap in Canton. As usual, 
the auction yielded a few goodies and lots of laughs 
brought on by auctioneer Sky Alverson. There were 
fewer dealers this year as in past years but visiting 
with old friends made up for it. 
     Now it’s time to think about our direction for this 
year. Carrie is looking into securing a room for us to 
meet where we can get together to spend more than 
1 hour beading as we have previously tried to do 
before meetings. A block of at least 2 hours in the 
company of beaders seems like a productive time. 
We’ll discuss this Monday night. Also, some topics for 
meeting discussion were submitted by Lorraine. 

• A demonstration by each of the beaders so we 
can all learn something new 

• Finding inexpensive bead and supply sources 
from the internet and from catalogs 

• Planning a trip to a bead show or shopping trip 
•  Beading set-ups at home using clever ways to 

utilize space 
• How to travel with beading supplies 
• Ideas for marketing our creations 

• Working cabochons into our beaded jewelry 
• Using magnetic clasps 
• Using detachable signature beads or clusters 

of beads in a necklace 
 
    Adding to that, I’d like to get some ideas on how to 
make business cards, how to keep records of 
purchases and sales for tax purposes, and what 
shows are successful and which ones are not.   
     Come with something you’ve made or bought this 
summer for show and tell and be ready to discuss 
how we want our future meetings to progress. Let’s 
see everyone Monday September 19, 6:30 PM for a 
beading revival meeting! 
 
 

Happy (Club) New Year! 
by Bob Livingston 

 
It's Special Celebration Time at our Sept. 
19th meeting. 
 
Following a two-month hiatus, we have 
unprecedented news to share with you 
at our September meeting so don't miss 
it! 

Photo by L. Patterson 
- The club for the first time in its 44-year history has a 
great new distinction, which we are excited to reveal 
and share with you. 
 
- President John Sweeney will be awarding several 
AFMS trophies and honors to deserving members for 
articles written in last years Crack ‘N Cab. 
 
- There will be new members to welcome and meet. 
 
- Our new club officers for our year beginning now will 
be installed. 
 
- Members will present some exciting show and tell 
stories of their summer experiences. 
 
- We will serve up a special um mm good super cake 
in honor of all this. 
 
- Dave Millis will be playing his great new board game 
with us that time cut short at the picnic. 
 
- Details for our Holiday Brunch will be announced. 
All in all, the night will be H U G E! 
 



Vol. XXXV No. 7                                                  CRACK ‘N CAB                                    September 2005  Page 5 
 
AFMS News 
 
STARTING A 
CLUB 
ENDOWMENT 
FUND 
by Bill Smith, AFMS 
President  
 
I am sure many of you are 
wondering why I would write an 
article about a club endowment 
fund? After attending five regional 
shows and conventions, talking to 
many of you and reading the 
numerous newsletters I receive, 
the increasing cost of doing club 
business almost always came up 
in the conversation. At the top of 
the list was the cost of insurance 
for field trips, shows, and other 
functions. Officer and committee 
travel was mentioned many times, 
especially the cost for sending 
personnel to regional meetings. 
Advertising your show and club is 
an ever-increasing expense. Show 
costs such as building rent, 
storage, case repair, skirting, etc. 
are on the increase. It was even 
mentioned that club members are 
getting older and it is harder to set 
up and break down. Check with 
the local football coach or 
scoutmaster to see if they might 
have some young people that 
would be willing to help for a fee. 
How about the increasing cost of 
printing and delivering the 
newsletter? I have mentioned 
starting a club endowment fund to 
several of you and you thought it a 
good idea. Some did say they had 
plenty of money in the checking 
account. That would mean there is 
no better time to divest some of 
that money to the future. Talk to 
your club about putting any extra 
money in an endowment fund to 
help with those ever increasing 
out year expenses.  
Until next time, Bill 

from AFMS News 9/05 
  

Book Review 
by Robert Sinibaldi, PhD 

 
In the Blink of an Eye, 2003, by 
Andrew Parker, Perseus 
Publishing, 316 pages, ISBN 0 -- 
7382 -- 0607 -- 5, $24.95  
(hardcover) 

 
Many of us that read extensively 
about the fossil record are familiar 
with the term Cambrian Explosion. 
It was a geological period, where 
life on Earth diversified from three 
phyla to thirty-eight phyla. The 
same number that exists on earth 
today. Some of us might even 
remember that the Cambrian 
Explosion happened over 500 
million years ago (543 million 
years ago to be more exact). 
Stephen Jay Gould's Wonderful 
Life (see TBFC Chronicles Vol.8, 
#7, March 1995) and Simon 
Conway Morris’s Crucible of 
Creation (see TBFC Chronicles 
Vol.13, #8, M13, April 2000) 
explored well, the what and when 
of the Cambrian Explosion, and 
what it means to the world today. 
Gould and Morris differed in the 
technicalities of some items, but 
neither tackled the nagging 
question of why the Cambrian 
Explosion happened. 
 
In the Blink of an Eye, by Andrew 
Parker, builds a brilliant cause for 
the development of vision as 
being the prime mover for the 
evolution of so many phyla, that 
diversified during the Cambrian 
Explosion. Exploring the various 
components of vision laterally, 
from such diverse fields is biology, 

geology, physics, chemistry, 
history, and art; Parker weaves a 
variety of threads of evidence 
together to present his innovative 
theory. A theory that, itself, is 
gaining acceptance in the 
scientific community. 
 
In the Blink of an Eye is clearly 
written and accessible to any 
interested reader. In addition, it is 
well illustrated with line drawings, 
black-and-white photos, diagrams, 
and a color photo section near the 
middle of the book. Concepts such 
as light and vision, the evolution 
of the eye, the relationship of sight 
to predation and prey, and 
Parker's Light Switch Theory are 
all presented in detail. Anyone 
interested in fossils, evolution, or 
the biological sciences in general, 
will find this a great read.  
from Tampa Bay Fossil Chronicles 

9/04 via Dinny’s Doin’s 3/05  
 
Editor’s Note: This book will be 
part of our library shortly. It is a 
very good read. 
 

Shop Hints 
 

Treatment for special stones. 
 
Tiger-eye: always try to sand and 
polish tiger-eye in the direction of 
the fibers of the material to 
eliminate undercutting and 
damaging the fibers at the 
surface. 
 
Turquoise: never use ammonia, 
soap, or detergent on turquoise. 
Ammonia will turn turquoise white. 
(A drop of ammonia on what may 
be scrap is a good test to see if it 
is genuine). 
from Skagit Gems, 5/01 via the 
Shin-Skinner News, 9/04 via Rock 
Buster News, 8/05. 
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EFMLS News 
 
VISIT A SHOW  
from William 
Lema 
 
September:  
 
17 –18: Annual Gem & Mineral 
Show sponsored by the Central 
Pennsylvania Rock and Mineral 
Club, Zembo Shrine Auditorium, 
3rd & Division Streets, Harrisburg, 
PA. 
 
October:  
 
1: PESA Autumn Mineralfest 
sponsored by the Pennsylvania 
Earth Sciences Assoc., Inc. 
Macungie Memorial Park Building, 
Macungie, PA, eight miles 
southwest of Allentown.  
 
1 – 2: Wayne County Gem & 
Mineral Club’s Annual Show at St. 
Michael’s School, 320 South Main 
St.(Rt. 88) Newark NY. Show hours 
are Sat. 10:00 – 5:00 and Sun 
10:00 – 4:00. Admission is $3.00 
and children 12 and under are 
free. 
 
15-16: 36th Annual Gem & 
Mineral Show and Sale sponsored 
by the Mid-Hudson Valley Gem & 
Mineral Society. Dutchess County 
Fairgrounds, Buildings B & C; 
Route 9, Rhinebeck, NY. 
 
22 – 23: Rochester Gem, Mineral, 
Jewelry, and Fossil Show 
sponsored by the Rochester 
Lapidary Society and the RAS 
Mineral Section, Minett Hall at the 
Dome Center, Rochester, NY. 
 
November:  
 
19 –20: 14th Annual Gem, 
Mineral, & Fossil Show sponsored 
by the Northern Virginia Mineral 
Club. Student Union II, George 
Mason University, Fairfax, VA. 
---------------------------------------------------------- 
IT’S BEEN A HOT SUMMER  

by Anonymous 

 
Most of us here on the East Coast 
have experienced a very hot 
summer. It’s been so hot that....  
 
The birds have to use potholders 
to pull worms out of the ground.  
 
The trees are whistling for the 
dogs.  
 
The best parking place is 
determined by shade instead of 
distance.  
 
Hot water now comes out of both 
taps.  
 
You can make sun tea instantly.  
 
You learn that a seat belt buckle 
makes a pretty good branding 
iron!  
 
The temperature drops below 95 
and you feel a little chilly.  
 
You discover that in July it only 
takes 2 fingers to steer your car.  
 
You discover that you can get 
sunburned through your car 
window.  
 
You actually burn your hand 
opening the car door.  
 
You break into a sweat the instant 
you step outside at 7:30 a.m.  
 
Your biggest bicycle wreck fear is, 
“What if I get knocked out and end 
up lying on the pavement and 
cook to death?”  
 
You realize that asphalt has a 
liquid state.  
 
The potatoes cook underground, 
so all you have to do is pull one 
out and add butter, salt, and 
pepper.  
 
Farmers are feeding their 
chickens crushed ice to keep 
them from laying boiled eggs.  
 
The cows are giving evaporated 
milk.  
Ah, what a place to call home!  

from EFMLS News Sep 05 
 
TOP TEN WINNERS  

forwarded by Bill Rinker 
 
These are the 10 winners of this 
year’s Bulwer-Lytton contest -- AKA 
Dark and Stormy Night Contest-- 
(run by the English Dept. of San 
Jose State University), wherein 
one writes only the first line of a 
bad novel:  
 
10) As a scientist, Throckmorton 
knew that if he were ever to break 
wind in the echo chamber, he 
would never hear the end of it.”  
 
9) “Just beyond the Narrows, the 
river widens.”  
 
8) “With a curvaceous figure that 
Venus would have envied, a 
tanned, unblemished oval face 
framed with lustrous thick brown 
hair, deep azure-blue eyes fringed 
with long black lashes, perfect 
teeth that vied for competition, 
and a small straight nose, Marilee 
had a beauty that defied 
description.”  
 
7) “Andre, a simple peasant, had 
only one thing on his mind as he 
crept along the East wall: “Andre 
creep... Andre creep... Andre 
creep.”  
 
6) “Stanislaus Smedley, a man 
always on the cutting edge of 
narcissism, was about to give his 
body and soul to a back alley sex-
change surgeon to become the 
woman he loved.”  
 
5) “Although Sarah had an 
abnormal fear of mice, it did not 
keep her from eeking out a living 
at a local pet store.”  
 

 
(Continued on page 7) 
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EFMLS News – continued from page 6 
 
4) “Stanley looked quite bored and somewhat 
detached, but then penguins often do.”  
 
3) “Like an over-ripe beefsteak tomato rimmed with 
cottage cheese, the corpulent remains of Santa Claus 
lay dead on the hotel floor.”  
 
2) “Mike Hardware was the kind of private eye who 
didn’t know the meaning of the word ‘fear’; a man 
who could laugh in the face of danger and spit in the 
eye of death -- in short, a moron with suicidal 
tendencies.” 
 
AND THE WINNER IS.....  
1) “The sun oozed over the horizon, shoved aside 
darkness, crept along the greensward, and, with sickly 
fingers, pushed through the castle window, revealing 
the pillaged princess, hand at throat, crown asunder, 
gaping in frenzied horror at the sated, sodden 
amphibian lying beside her, disbelieving the 
magnitude of the frog’s deception, screaming madly, 
“YOU LIED!” 

from EFMLS News 
9/ 05 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sawing Geodes 
by Bob Stephens 

 
Look for the largest dome on the specimen. This 
dome was in the upright position when the specimen 
was forming. Saw through the largest dome and it is 
likely that you will expose the best “picture” or 
surface. If the specimen is elongated, saw lengthwise 
in order to obtain the best exposure. While there is no 
certain means of determining what may be the 
interior of an agate filled nodule, thunder egg, or 
geode, the above suggestions are likely to be helpful. 
 
If you can’t decide which way to cut a non-spherical 
geode, try rolling it on a flat floor surface. Roll it 
several times and note which side stops “up” most 
frequently. Then cut on a plane parallel to the floor. 
Crystal growth inside the geode probably is the most 

at the top and bottom of its rest position, as 
stalactites and stalagmites grow that way in caves. 

from the Rock Licker, 4/99 via Golden Spike News, 
5/04 via Rock Buster News 9/05 

 
Mineral Auction Rules for October 17th 
 
Only members in good standing are allowed to place 
items for bid. Dues should be paid prior to auction 
date or by check on auction night. 
 
Anyone present may bid on items for sale. 
 
Each member is allowed to submit up to 5 items for 
which the club will retain 15% of the selling price. 
 
Members are allowed to donate items to the club in 
any number if the total selling price is to remain with 
the club. 
 
If you feel you must place a minimum price on your 
item, you may. If the minimum price is not received, 
the item will be removed from the auction. 
 
Minimum opening bid will be $1.00 unless the owner 
of the item has indicated a greater minimum bid. 
 
No raises will be accepted in amounts less than 
$0.50 up to a bid of $5.00 at which point raises 
cannot be less than $1.00. 
 
Bidding will be by number only, so sign up and receive 
your bidding number when entering the meeting room 
on the night of the auction. 
 
Colored slips will be available at the sign-in desk for 
donated items and will require the same identification 
as the slips with the sale items. 

 
Items for sale (except for donations) will be placed on 
tables by “letters”. The order of sale for the tables will 
be by lottery. Donations will be placed at random. 
 
Please pay the treasurer before leaving on the night of 
the sale. For those persons whose sales exceed 
purchases, the treasurer will mail you a check for your 
share of the sale 

 
Any item not picked up after the auction will become 
Club property and may be used for future door prizes. 
 



 
P.O. Box 801 
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          Crack ‘N Cab      
 

Gem and Mineral Society of Syracuse, Inc. 
 

Eight persons organized the Gem and Mineral Society of Syracuse 
in 1951. Since that time it has grown in membership to include adults, 
families, and young folk. The Society was incorporated in 1969 under the 
name. 
 The objectives of the Society are to stimulate interest in 
mineralogy, paleontology, and the lapidary arts. Individual interests include 
collecting, identification, and display of minerals and fossils, and many 
aspects of jewelry design and fabrication. 
 The monthly meetings stimulate the social and educational factors. 
Frequent field trips provide collectors with opportunities to find specimens as 
well as to enjoy the benefits of outdoor exercise and potential friendships. 
 The Society meets on the third Monday of every month at 7:30 PM 
in the Parish House of the First Presbyterian Church, 620 West Genesee 
Street, Syracuse, New York. (Except in July, August, & December.) 
Visitors are always welcome.                                   
                                                                                                 
Annual membership dues: 
Single Adult - $6 
Junior - $3 
Family - $9 
Honorary Life Membership - $3 
For more information write to the Gem & Mineral Society of Syracuse,     
P.O. Box 801, Syracuse, New York 13201 
 

 

Officers 2004-2005 
President                        John Sweeney           668-8470            
Vice-President               Tim Hart               625-4485 
Treasurer                       Lou Budell                 673-1891           
Secretary                        Cathy Patterson        638-8817              
Show Chairman             to be announced                     
Sergeant-at-Arms          Dick Ackerman         363-2269   
---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Librarian                                Cathy Patterson    638-8817 
Sunshine                                Gloria Royer         677-3730 
Refreshments                         Joan Livingston    446-4505 
Editor                                       Loren Patterson     638-8817 
                                               7725 Van Buren Rd.         
                                               Baldwinsville, NY 13027 

lnpatterson@gmss.us 
Visit us online at: http://www. gmss.us  
Permission is hereby granted to reprint material contained in the Crack 
‘N Cab if proper credit is given to the author, if known, and this bulletin. 

 


