


Vol. XXXV No. 8

CRACK ‘N CAB

October 2005

| President’s Message

Weremembers?

Weremembers that only come out with the full-moon,
ghosts of meetings past, Time Vampires who suck the
fun out of meetings with horrible business
discussions, the only thing missing was the
burgermiester from a Frankenstein movie leading an
angry mob and to think that was only the September
meeting and Halloween is just now approaching.
Needless to say, September’s meeting gave us a lot to
think about. Not just about how we do business at
meetings, but the business of the club itself.

The club’s constitution mandates that we use the
parliamentary procedures spelled out in Robert’s
Rules of Order. We do this for several reasons. The
first and foremost is that it maintains order as the
name suggests during rather tumultuous meetings.
The second is to keep the meetings democratic and a
place where everyone can be heard. We do need to
keep in mind, however, that if everyone wants to be
heard, it takes time. In response to September’s
discussions, | heard everything from members were
bored, to my children had to get home and missed
part of the program because it started late.
Democracy is fair yet rarely efficient.

Keeping this in mind, we will now be holding the
business meeting after the evening’s programs in
order to accommodate youthful members and the
varying interests of other club members.

Secondly, | would like to take a moment to ask you,
the club member, where you think this club should be
going, and how you can help get it there. There were
some great questions about this at the last meeting
and | believe that asking them bolstered sign up for
some of the committees already established. This
club has the wherewithal and the talent to move in
many directions. I've heard some good suggestions
from some of the committee members who have met
with their respective committees over the last several
weeks and expect to hear more. This week many
committees will be meeting for the first time, electing
chairpersons at the business meeting, working out
goals, getting to know one another and setting up
committee meeting dates and arrangements. Please
sign up! Your support is not only wanted but also
needed to make this club an organization that meets
our needs and makes us proud.

Democracy, finally, rests on a higher power than
Parliament. It rests on an informed and cultivated and
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alert public opinion. The Members of Parliament are
only representatives of the citizens. They cannot
represent apathy and indifference. They can play the
part allotted to them only if they represent intelligence
and common spiritness.
http://www.nalis.gov.tt/Independence/ -Dr. Eric
Eustace Williams, Speech, First day of Trinidad and
Tobago's independence from Great Britain, August
31, 1962

John Sweeney
Club President

Photo by L. Patterson

] Programs and Field Trips

by Dick Ackerman

The program and field trip committees would greatly
appreciate your ideas and suggestions for programs
and field trips. As for programs, is there a mineral,
geology, fossil or lapidary topic you would like to see
featured? Better yet, would you be willing to do a
program or know of someone who would? As for field
trips, is there a collecting area or site you would like to
visit? How about volunteering to lead a field trip?
What about museums, shows, etc. for a field trip?
Please contact any one of the committee members.
Thank you in advance for your input.

Dick Ackerman 363-2269
dickackerman@gmss.us

John Sweeney 668-8470
johnsweeney@gmss.us

Cathy Patterson 638-8817
cathypatterson@gmss.us

John Davis 682-9241
johndavis@gmss.us
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| IN MEMORIAM

Submitted by Bob Livingston
Irene Perkins

The club extends its deepest
sympathy to members Harry
Perkins (husband) and Kip
Perkins (daughter) plus her two
brothers and their families on the
loss of their loved one, Irene, on
September 25.

Harry and Irene were married just
shy of 68 years. This, after a start
that was certainly different. Harry
had to marry Irene twice. First
time was in New York City where
Irene was a fashion model for
Saks Fifth Ave. Irene's mom
would not accept that marriage,
so Harry was forced to go through
a second ceremony here in
Syracuse that he gladly did to
please his mother—in-law.

Together with husband Harry, Irene was a stalwart
"Life" member of the Gem & Mineral Society of
Syracuse. She and Harry became lapidary dealers in
the 60's and operated H&I Rock Shop locally. As such,
they did many shows in the Northeast including
several in Massachusetts. Irene, until her illness had
been an active member of our club having served as
show chairman; frequent judge in the Lapidary
Contest over the years; partnered with Harry to do
many interesting club programs over the years.

The two of them paired up on many noteworthy
projects in silver and stone which got published in
hobby magazines like Rock and Gem -- one was that
beautiful squash blossom necklace that she
cherished so. Over the years, the two of them did
scores of handcrafted jewelry pieces for sale in their
show booths as well. Irene loved hunting and
competitive trap shooting (clay pigeons), painting, and
sharing her expertise and talents with folks near and
far. She won several awards for both her trap shooting
and her painting skills.

Most recently, they had been spending winters in St.
Augustine, Florida where they made many great
snowbird friends and had tons of fun sharing and
teaching folks painting and the lapidary arts.

Members who wish to donate in Irene's memory can
either donate to the charity that was listed in the Post
Standard or can donate to the American Federation
Scholarship Fund by sending a
check made out to AFMS
Scholarship Fund and send same
to Bob Livingston, AFMS
Scholarship Coordinator, 59 Ely
Drive, Fayetteville, NY 13066.

We shall miss this gifted and
talented fellow member. In her
honor a memorial book of suitable
content will be purchased and
placed in the club's lending library
to benefit all.

Irene was very helpful in offering
suggestions to get the beading
group going as she had done down

south with her many RV friends.
Cathy Patterson

Photo by L. Patterson

| Save This Date

Be sure to circle Sunday, December
11th on your calendar for the club
holiday brunch at noon at Fosters of
Liverpool. It's a great, street level
location by Onondaga Lake with a
fine selection of brunch items.
Weather permitting; a walk by the lake after brunch
will be a treat! Your $5 payment will reserve your spot
for this annual social event. ($10.00 for non-
members). Please pay the Treasurer at the October or
November meeting.

The brunch menu is as follows:

Salad bar: a variety of salad fixings
Pastries, muffins, croissants
Bacon/sausage

Scrambled eggs

Pancakes

Omelets made to order

“Hot” pasta items

Potato, rice, vegetables

“Hot” beef items

Carved pit ham

Dessert table, coffee, tea, milk, juice
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\ | wasn’t the first Rockhound in the family.........

Submitted by Ruth Burgess

My family history shows that | wasn’t the first
rockhound in our family as the curio cabinets in my
mother’s 1865 home proved. They were loaded with
treasures (at least half of which were rocks or fossils)
from across the US, China, and the Middle East. They
were brought home to Lyndon (between Fayetteville
and Dewitt, NY) by traveling relatives. | especially
remember pieces of petrified wood carried home by
my great-grandfather from an early train trip across
country through the Petrified Forest. My early
disappointment at a fellow club member’s
assessment of their value (little or none) was
lessened when the nieces and nephews in the family
were happy to add them to their collections. The sad
part was that none were labeled, take lessons here!

However, the biggest rock, or | should say, granite
boulder, was brought to my grandfather's Lyndon
home in the back of his horse-drawn wagon. In 1907,
the Erie Canal aqueduct over Onondaga Creek
collapsed near where the Niagara Mohawk Building
on Erie Boulevard is today, only a few blocks from our
present meeting place. Seven miles of water between
locks rushed down the creek wrecking many canal
boats and buildings. My grandfather Edwards, along
with many other local farmers came to town to help
clear the debris and repair the walls. (The whole
process took two months of hand labor, a far cry from
today when bureaucrats would've taken longer than
that just to decide what to do). Grandpa proudly
brought home his souvenir and placed it just off the
end of the front porch where it remained until the old
farmhouse was demolished in 2002. | had told some
people at the Town of Dewitt offices the boulder’s
history, and they were allowed to move it to a safe
place until they could return it to its former home on
the corner of E. Genesee Street and Edwards Drive.
The newly formed Dewitt Historical and Preservation
Society and the Dewitt Rotary Club placed a bronze
plague on the boulder. Prudential First Properties
landscaped the area in front of their offices, and this
July, the boulder dedication ceremony was held. My
son Bryan and | were pleased to represent our family
at the ceremony and it was then | was told that it had
probably come along with many granite boulders from
the Mohawk Valley area to line the old Erie Canal
along with our local limestone.
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Photo by Boﬁ'-LﬁW
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Ruth Burgess with Grandpa’s granite boulder.

My yard, rock gardens, and in-house decorations and
jewelry prove that I'm carrying on the family tradition
of collecting (and still not properly labeling). But isn’t
just loving rocks and over 30 years of membership in
the Gem and Mineral Society of Syracuse worth
something? And this rock is definitely labeled!

| Geode Lapping Tip

To keep the crystal centers of geodes free from grit,
which is next to impossible to remove after flat
lapping, place paper towels in the deep bottom of the
cavity.

from Breccia, Feb. 1998 via Rock Buster News, Sep.20 05.

Editors note: Another technigue is to press old bars of
hand soap that have been soaking in water for a day
or two into the bottom of the cavity and then allowed
to dry. This, of course, will require more time.

Wear or bring your OPALS to the October meeting.
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Executive Board Meeting Minutes \

| Regular Meeting Minutes

Carousel Center Community Room
October 4, 2005

Meeting called to order by President
John Sweeney at 7:20PM

Old Business:
Thank you letters and other
recognitions were sent out to

exhibitors who set up displays at the
July 2005 show.

Refreshments for the  October
meeting will be handled by Cathy
Patterson and Lorraine Markley in
place of Joan Livingston who will be
unavailable that evening.

New Business:

We have many committees and
members signed up to discuss club
business and the direction we want to
see the club go. The mechanics of the
ad hoc  Steering  Committee,
suggested at the September meeting,
are in the process of being worked
out.

Two committees, Program and

Membership, reported on their
progress.
October Meeting Line Up
e Show & Tell general
membership
e Dave Arcaro — summer

collecting update

e John Davis — short talk on
mineral identification

e Refreshments

e Business Meeting

e Committee Meetings anyone
who signed up to be on a
committee at the September
meeting will meet for a short
time to work on their agenda.

Christmas Brunch Liverpool
December 11, 12:00. Details
elsewhere in this month’s newsletter.
Cost to members is $5.00. Guests’
fee will be $10.

Meeting adjourned at 9:00 PM
Respectfully submitted,
Cathy Patterson
Club Secretary

Presbyterian Church Hall
West Genesee St.
September 19, 2005

Meeting called to order 7:40 PM with
35 in attendance.

Old Business: The 2005 show was

successful  with  many positive
comments regarding the new
location.

New Business

Regional and National Awards
President John Sweeney handed out
awards received by our club at the
August 2005 AFMS/EFMLS
Convention show in St. Louis,
Missouri. Bob Livingston took top
prize in the country in the All
American Club Award division. Hours
of work documenting the workings of
the Gem & Mineral Society of
Syracuse went into this extensive
album. Also winning honors, trophies,
and recognition were Cathy Patterson
for her "What is Datolite?" article,
Elizabeth Russell for her junior article,
Kay Smith for her show poem, and
again Bob Livingston for his special
show publication in 2004.

Treasurers Report

Much discussion regarding our
financial report took place. A motion
was made to create an ad hoc
committee to make
recommendations to the Board for
using club money for educational
purposes. Another motion was made
to have a monthly treasurer’s report
read to the assembly. Several sign up
sheets for existing committees were
made available to the assembly and
were talked about by President John
Sweeney.

Program

Due to the lengthy business meeting,
the September Show and Tell and
Geo BINGO game by Dave Millis did
not take place as scheduled.

Meeting adjourned at 9:45 PM

Respectfully
submitted,

Cathy Patterson

Club Secretary

Photos by L. Patterson

October Refreshments will be
provided by
Cathy Patterson and Lorraine
Markley

New Life Members

For their continuous 20 years of club
membership, these members are
recognized as Life Members.

David Zobkiw
Deborah Meier
Jim Meier

Cabochon Cutting and Polishing
Demonstration

Submitted by Dick Ackerman

Club member, John Baumler, has
graciously volunteered to lead a
cabochon making demonstration
for club members. This would be a
series of sessions starting with the
basic steps and followed by
demonstrations involving actual
equipment. There will be a sign-up
sheet at the October meeting to
get an idea of how many to
prepare for and how to schedule
the sessions. We are also looking
for members with cabochon
making experience to help John
with the demonstrations. We will
also be asking for anyone with a
saw or polishing equipment that
could be used for this project to
lend it for a session or two. If you
are unable to attend the October
meeting to express interest in
either signing up for the sessions
or volunteering expertise and/or
equipment, please give me a call.
Thank you.

Dick Ackerman

363-2269
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| AFMS News

INCLUDE IT ON YOUR LETTERS!
from Dick Pankey, CFMS Editor

One sure way of
adding that extra bit of
"zing" to the letters you
send to your
Congressional
representatives is to
add one of the bright
yellow  "Rockhound"
stickers at the top of ‘90 v\o
your letter. Using the OKHO\.)

sticker immediately

identifies you as someone concerned with the federal
legislation concerning the collecting of fossils that is
now before the House of Representatives. You can
obtain a quantity of these 1" stickers from the Ye Olde
Timers group of the California Federation. The cost is
$3 per 100 stickers plus postage - 60¢ for 300
stickers. Checks should be made payable to "Ye Olde
Timers" and sent to Richard Pankey, 4310 Kingsley
Dr., Pittsburg, CA 94565-6267. Be sure to specify that
you want the 1" stickers and to also include your
name and address to which they should be sent. Let's
start using these on all our correspondence with
Congress (and with your own state Legislature) for all
matters dealing with our collecting future.

UNIFORM RULES HAPPENINGS
from Bill Cook,
2005 AFMS Uniform Rules Chair

The AFMS Uniform Rules Committee
held its annual meeting in St. Louis this ¥ past
August. | thought it would be good for everyone to
know what the Committee did and is currently
discussing. If you have any suggestions for improving
the Uniform Rules, contact your regional URC chair.

Chairman Bill Cook at the Marriott Hotel West, St.
Louis, called the annual meeting of the AFMS Uniform
Rules Committee to order at 1:10 PM on Tuesday,
Aug. 16, 2005. Introductions were made around the
table. Bill noted that the 1998 Fossil Rules changes
were not in the current Rule Book, but it was pointed
out that they had been in 2000, on page F2, Rule
18.2 #1. Jim Hurlbut moved that the Publication Chair
be instructed to issue a new page F-2 - 2000. Motion
passed. The minutes of the 2004 URC meeting were
approved with the correction of the spelling of
Barbara Jacobsen’s name.
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Betty James had made a proposal that rules be drawn
up for beading and the making of original beads. Jim
Hurlbut will take her proposal to the Bead Society in
Denver, which is part of the Denver Council that puts
on the Denver Show in September, and ask them to
write a set of rules for consideration. Jim Robinson will
have the Southeast Federation beaders contact Jim
Hurlbut, so that they can be involved for comments.
The rules will be circulated to the members of next
year’'s URC before any decisions are made.

It was noted that on the Mineral List “smaltite” and
“hydrozincite” had been misspelled. Jim Hurlbut said
that he only could make corrections if the necessity
for them was pointed out to him. Bill suggested that
“ametrine” be added as one of the varieties of quartz.
He also said that petrologists needed to have the
many plagioclase feldspars listed, not just the end-
members of the series. It was generally agreed that it
was time to update the AFMS Mineral List and the
following individuals volunteered to serve on a
committee to do so: Ron Carman, Bill Cook, Jim
Hurlbut, Barbara Sky, and Kaye Sharp. Anyone else
interested should contact Bill Cook. In the discussion
about the list, it was pointed out that there should be
more explanation of why quartz can be considered
both a silicate and an oxide; this could be added to
the explanation page.

Bob Carlson had his most recent edition of the
Judges’ List. He urged regional URC chairmen to give
him up-to-date addresses, phones, and e-mails, and
any changes to the status of those on the list.

Sue Maclnnes urged that there be a standard entry
form for competitive exhibits at national and regional
conventions. She will draw up a model and circulate it
for comments.

Jim Hurlbut had suggested that there be a reduced
number of specimens for novices and juniors in
classes such as intarsia where the number for
masters would take a lot of time to prepare. Others
pointed out that this would identify to the judges that
this was a junior or novice case, the answer being that
in most cases this is already known or is obvious. It
would take rewriting of the rule book, with a separate
section for novices and juniors. The question was
raised as to whether we should just change the
intarsia rules. No decision was reached.
Respectfully submitted,
Anne Cook
Secretary pro tem

from AFMS News 10/05
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‘ SAFETY FIRST - LIFTING SAFETY

by Bill Klose, EFMLS Safety Chair

PN

N>

% /A=) By our very nature of being rock hounds,
s’ Wwe get involved with moving heavy
v specimens and equipment around, in
addition to lifting items in our dalily lives.

Prior to lifting an item, it is a good idea to consider any
number of things.

1. How heavy or bulky is the item to be lifted or
carried?

2. How good a shape are you in and have you had
any back problems in the past after lifting? Many back
problems are of a cumulative type, where a repeated
minor injury will flare up and become worse.

3. How much space is there around the object to
be lifted and how much space is around where it is to
be deposited.

4. What kind of obstacles are there along the
transportation route, such as trip hazards, holes,
overhangs, etc.?

If any of these questions create a concern, of if in
doubt, get help or use an aid such as a dolly, hand
truck, or even forklift. Statistics show that 80% of
back injuries occur in people between 30 and 50.

Be sure to utilize appropriate safety equipment such
as safety shoes and work gloves when lifting. The use
of back belts, as seen at some stores and outlets, has
not been shown to prevent back injuries according to
recent studies.

Prior to the lift, make sure you have adequate
clearance for your hands and arms. Stand close to the
load with your feet apart and toes pointed out to
provide firm footing. Bend your knees, not your waist.
Grip the load firmly with a “full palm grip”. Do not
place your fingers under the load. Tighten your
stomach muscles and then lift head and shoulders
first, and then with your back straight, use the
strength of your legs to slowly and smoothly push up.
“Jerk-lifting” a load will multiply the stress to your
lower back. Keep the load close to your body at all
times with your back upright.

Never hold the load away from your body. Make sure
you can see over the top of the load. If you should
have to change direction with the load, move your
whole body with your feet. Do not twist your body,
which can be especially dangerous for your back.

To raise the load above shoulder height, first lift to
waist height and rest on the edge of a ledge, hip, or
stand, and then shift hand positions so the load can
be boosted after the knees are bent. The knees
should be straightened as the object is lifted or
shifted to the shoulders. If the load is to be placed on
a table or shelf, first set it on the edge, and then push
it far enough onto the support so it will not fall. The
load should be released gradually as it is set down
and then pushed into place with your hands in front.
When setting the load down, keep the back straight
and upright, bending the knees. Lower the load slowly
and smoothly. Don’t add the weight of your body to
the load.

| Upcoming Events

October:

15-16: — 36th Annual Gem & Mineral Show and Sale
sponsored by the Mid-Hudson Valley Gem & Mineral
Society. Dutchess County Fairgrounds, Buildings B & C;
Route 9, Rhinebeck, NY.

22-23: Annual Gem-Jewelry-Fossil-Bead Show sponsored by
the Rochester Lapidary Society & Rochester Academy of
Science Mineral Section. Monroe Co. Fairgrounds, Minett
Hall; Calkins Rd; Henrietta, NY

22-23: 33rd Annual Gem and Mineral Show hosted by the
Bristol Gem & Mineral Club. Beals Community Center, 240
Stafford Ave., Bristol, CT (near Rt. 6 and Stephen’s Auto).

| Nifty Rock Hound Bumper Sticker Slogans

Submitted by Bob Livingston
Love a Geologist — feel your earthquake.
Love a faceter — they’re a cut above the rest.
Love a Mineralogist — but don’t take them for Granite.
Love a beader — but they’ll string you along.

Love a Paleontologist — but be aware. They collect old
dead things.

| collect rocks too!
emeralds...

Diamonds, rubies, topaz,

Amateur Paleontologist — Professional Rock Collector

Amateur Mineralogist — Professional Rock Collector
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Gem and Mineral Society of Syracuse, Inc.

Eight persons organized the Gem and Mineral Society of Syracuse
in 1951. Since that time it has grown in membership to include adults,
families, and young folk. The Society was incorporated in 1969 under the
name.

The objectives of the Society are to stimulate interest in
mineralogy, paleontology, and the lapidary arts. Individual interests include
collecting, identification, and display of minerals and fossils, and many
aspects of jewelry design and fabrication.

The monthly meetings stimulate the social and educational factors.
Frequent field trips provide collectors with opportunities to find specimens as
well as to enjoy the benefits of outdoor exercise and potential friendships.

The Society meets on the third Monday of every month at 7:30 PM
in the Parish House of the First Presbyterian Church, 620 West Genesee
Street, Syracuse, New York. (Except in July, August, & December.)

Visitors are always welcome.

Annual membership dues: /\
Single Adult - $6 / )
Junior - $3 ,fs Ccf‘i“i
Family - $9 LR

Honorary Life Membership - $3
For more information write to the Gem & Mineral Society of Syracuse,
P.O. Box 801, Syracuse, New York 13201

Officers 2005-2006

President John Sweeney 668-8470
Vice-President Dick Ackerman 363-2269
Treasurer Lou Budell 673-1891
Secretary Cathy Patterson 638-8817
Show Chairman to be announced

Sergeant-at-Arms Rollie Allen XXX-XXXX

Librarian Cathy Patterson 638-8817
Sunshine Gloria Royer 677-3730
Refreshments Joan Livingston 446-4505
Editor Loren Patterson  638-8817

7725 Van Buren Rd.
Baldwinsville, NY 13027
Inpatterson@gmss.us
Visit us online at: http://www. gmss.us

Permission is hereby granted to reprint material contained in the Crack
‘N Cab if proper credit is given to the author, if known, and this bulletin.




