
The November program is  
Evolution/Creationism and 
the Role of Science pre-
sented by Dr. Warren All-
mon from PRI (the Paleon-
tological Research Institute 
of Ithaca ). Dr. Allmon - Di-
rector of PRI is an excellent 
and interesting speaker. 
This controversial subject 
may interest many and sug-
gests that you may want to 
arrive early for the best 
seating. Don’t miss this last 
excellent program of 2005.   
     Also notice that the Jun-
ior/Youth Group is again 
meeting at 6:30 PM with 
John Sweeney as leader. 
John Baumler will be start-
ing a cabbing class at 6:30. 

Holiday Brunch 

Evolution/Creationism and the Role of Science 
Monday, November 21st, 2005 

Upcoming   Events 

The only gathering in Decem-
ber is the Holiday Brunch on 
the 11th at Foster’s Restau-
rant in Liverpool. Dues must be 
paid by November 30th to at-
tend the Brunch. There is NO 
regular meeting in December. 
The Exec. Board meets on De-
cember 6th at the Patterson’s.   
 
The January program will fea-
ture Dr. Steve Chamberlain 
speaking on “Treasures of the 
NY State Museum”. 

Foster’s Restaurant, 
105 First Street, Liver-
pool, NY in the building 
across  from Heid’s Hot 
Dogs near the north end 
of Onondaga Lake Park-
way. The “Brunch” on 
Sunday the 11th starts 
at noon. The cost for 
club members is only 
$5.00 and only $10.00 
for non-members. 
   Remember to bring an 
unwrapped gift for the 
Toys for Tots Program.  

Gem & Mineral Society of  Syracuse, Inc. 
P.O. Box 801, Syracuse, NY 13201 
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Special points of interest: 
• Cabbing Class starts at 6:30 

PM. No Beading Group meet-
ing in November.  

• Youth group meets at 6:30 
PM. 

• Regular Meeting starts at 
7:30 PM. 

• Refreshments offered after 
the program. 

• Guests are always welcome. 
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Welcome New Members ! 

Submitted by Loren Patterson 
 
A hearty welcome to two  new 
members who joined after the 
October meeting. Please ex-
tend a very warm welcome to 
Wayne and Georgia Gillespie. 
We hope to see these new 
faces at  up-coming meetings 
and events. Our December  
Brunch replaces the normally 
scheduled meeting.  
 

Holiday Brunch next. 
Don’t forget to sign up for the 
December 11th Brunch at 

Youth Group members at the October meeting with John 
Sweeney as leader — Photo by L. Patterson 
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President’s Message 
 
There’s a point in our lives where the old maxim the 
more you learn the more you find out how little you 
actually know or the more there is to learn. 
 
Well, this weekend I was given a crash course in 
humility as I dug for fossils at Sangerfield. Here it was 

November, it was 65º with the sun shining and I 
couldn’t help but be amazed as I looked out over 
some truly beautiful scenery and rolling farmland that 
I was thirty feet up on the side of a cliff hundreds of 
feet above sea level, several hours from the nearest 
ocean, digging up shellfish fossils from what was once 
the bed of an ancient sea. My interests have generally 
centered on mineral and lapidary activities. This trip, 
however, really piqued my interest in fossils. As I 
came across a variety of perfectly preserved shells 
and trilobite parts, I couldn’t help but want to know 
more about what I was finding and how it all got there. 
My digging companions Dave Arcaro and Loren 
Patterson good naturedly fielded my questions, 
however, I think some reading up on the subject and 
maybe a trip to the PRI are next on my agenda. 
Anyone who could suggest some good titles for 
reading on the subject or would like to possibly take a 
trip to the PRI in the near future please let me know. I 
did enjoy this trip. It’s not often I get to the ocean in 
November much less find such interesting things.    
 
With Thanksgiving right around the corner I’d like to 
reflect a little on some things we have to give thanks 
for. It has been a great year weather-wise for 
collecting; and from talking to many members, it 
seems like a lot of them took advantage of the 
opportunities and were able to get out and add to 
their collections. We had a great show this year and 
it’s been a successful year for the club. The club won 
the AFMS All American Club Award (Thanks to the 
huge effort and hours put in by Bob Livingston) and a 
variety of awards from both the AFMS and EFMLS for 
various articles written by our members. We have a lot 
of people who give to the club in order to make it 
better and the numbers keep growing. We have a 
great club in a great location. We’ve got some great 
programs coming up. The beading group has really 
taken off. We have a new cabbing group 
starting and people have a lot of good 
ideas for the future and are working to 
make them realities. In short, we have a 
lot of good stuff going on.  
Happy Thanksgiving, John Sweeney, Club 
President        Photo by L. Patterson 

Executive Meeting Minutes 
 
November 1, 2005    7:00 PM    Community Room 
Carousel Mall   
Eight members were present.   
Executive Board meetings are held the first Tuesday 
of the month at this location February – June and 
September – November 2006. The December 6th 
Board meeting will be held at the Patterson’s, 7725 
Van Buren Road, Baldwinsville, NY     638-8817 
 
Old Business: 
Recognition plaques have been created and will be 
given to two demonstrators who have, for many years, 
contributed to our July show efforts educating the 
public about our hobby. 
  
Corporate Sponsorship to Paleontological Research 
Institute – Our annual corporate sponsorship donation 
to PRI affords GMSS members free admission to the 
Museum of the Earth in Ithaca. 
 
November Program – Warren Allmon of PRI will speak 
on Evolution/Creationism and the Role of Science. 
Prior to the regular meeting at 6:30 PM, John Baumler 
will do a demonstration (part 1) of how to cut a stone 
to make a cabochon. The bead group will not have 
their regular meeting in November.   
 
Finance – New accounting software is being used to 
simplify record keeping of club assets.   
 
Show Report –Our acting show chairman, Lou Budell, 
says things are being lined up for our 40th Anniversary 
of putting on shows for the public. Our Ruby 
Anniversary, celebrated this summer, should be our 
best show yet with the help of many club members. 
 
New Business: 
Christmas Brunch – Sunday, December 11, Fosters 
Restaurant of Liverpool. Members pay $5; non-
member guests pay $10 for brunch. We ask members 
to bring in an unwrapped toy for the Marines Toys for 
Tots program to be donated to the Salvation Army. 
Bob Livingston has again offered to collect and deliver 
toys. Thanks Bob! Our Treasurer reminds all to get 
dues paid up and reserve your spot for this festive 
brunch event ASAP. 
 

(Minutes - Continued on page3) 
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Executive Board Minutes (Continued from page 2) 
 
Ruby Anniversary - We need a committee to plan 
events to celebrate our 40th anniversary this year. This 
will be announced at the November meeting. 
 
Committee Reports –  
Publicity Committee:  
Publicity Committee minutes were shared listing three 
areas to be worked on: monthly program publicity, 
club promotion, and show publicity. The committee 
will meet again to work out the details to promote the 
club in the community as well as to find ways to best 
advertise our July show in the Syracuse area and 
beyond. Bob Livingston is serving as advisor. John 
Baumler is working on a club information brochure 
Members are: Judy Cook (chairman), Yvonne LiBlanc, 
Loren Patterson, Cathy Patterson, and Rollie Allen. 
Others are welcome to join this committee.   
 
Membership Committee –  
John Davis and Cathy Patterson have met twice, 
updating the GMSS membership application and 
creating a new member orientation packet. Members 
are welcome to join this committee.  
 
Program Committee –  
The committee is in the process of lining up programs 
for November – 2006. Members are: Dick Ackerman 
(chairman), John Davis, Loren Patterson, Cathy 
Patterson, Bob Livingston, and John Sweeney. Club 
members are encouraged to offer suggestions for 
programs they’d like to see by contacting Dick 
Ackerman. Other club members are welcome to join 
this committee. 
 
Meeting adjourned 8:45 PM 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Cathy Patterson  
Club Secretary 

Photo by L. Patterson 
 
Wildacres News 

Submitted by John & Marilyn Baumler 
 
It has been wonderful to see so many new members 
at our September and October meetings. As new 
members, you are probably not aware of a terrific 
bonus that is included with your membership in The 
Gem and Mineral Society of Syracuse, and The 
Eastern Federation Mineral and Lapidary Society. 
 

For two weeks each year, EFMLS runs workshops at a 
retreat in North Carolina. These two separate weekly 
sessions take place at a facility named Wildacres. 
Wildacres is a public foundation with facilities near 
Little Switzerland, NC that are used by various groups 
with educational and cultural purposes. This is a 
beautiful mountain top setting. This year the 
workshop dates are: May 22-28 for the spring session 
and Sept 11-17 for the fall session. 
 
Transportation to Wildacres is on your own, but once 
enrolled your lodging, all meals, and classes are 
provided for a cost of usually under $300 per member 
for the week. The rooms are modern, comfortable, 
and clean. There are no televisions or phones in the 
room, but you will not miss them. You will be kept 
busy with a well-organized selection of classes and 
activities to keep you informed and entertained. There 
is a guest speaker for the week whose talks are 
always excellent. 
 
Registration takes place on Monday with time to get 
settled and acquainted with 40 t0 50 guests from 
clubs throughout the Eastern section of the U.S. 
Classes run mornings and afternoons with the first 
semester on Tuesday and Thursday and the second 
semester on Friday and Saturday. Thursday is a free 
day where you can select from different field trips in 
the morning and a tailgate swap, buy, or sell in the 
parking lot in the afternoon. Classes offered in the 
past have included a choice of wirecraft, faceting, 
mineral ID, beading, silversmithing, cabochons, 
judging, micromounting, and soap stone carving. Days 
also begin and end with a talk by the guest speaker. 
There is also an auction and a fun night. Departure is 
on Sunday after breakfast. 
 
Sign-up for this coming year will be in January. We 
should have copies of the application on the check-in 
table at the November meeting for anyone interested. 
You can also check out the Wildacres website 
<www.wildacres.org> or the EFMLS website 
<www.amfed.org.efmls>. We also hope to have a 
Wildacres display at the November meeting. If anyone 

has any pictures or 
brochures to 
contribute to the 
display, please bring 
them to the November 
meeting 
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Notice of Executive Board Meeting 
Submitted by Cathy Patterson 

 
The Executive Board meets the first Tuesday of the 
month in the Community Room at Carousel Mall, first 
floor behind the information booth and post office at 
7:00 PM. Members are always welcome to attend. 
Shop then stop in and have your voice heard. The 
December 6th meeting will be held at our house, 7725 
Van Buren Rd., Baldwinsville. In January, the 
Executive Board meeting will return to Carousel Mall 
on the first Tuesday of each month. 
 
Dues are due! 
 
Our dues are a bargain at $6 for individuals or juniors 
and $9 for the family. Life Members, 20 years 
continuous membership only $3! Dues must be paid 
by December 1st to avoid being dropped from the 
mailing list. Don’t miss out on the annual winter 
holiday dinner as well as a new, exciting year of 
programs and activities. Pay Lou at the November 
meeting or send your dues to: 

Lou Budell 
2718 Falls Rd., 

Marcellus, NY 13108 
 

Beading News 
by Cathy Patterson 

 
We talked about having a Swap 
before the November meeting but 
an excellent program led by John 
Baumler on How to Make a 
Cabochon will be presented 

instead and we don’t want to miss it. Many of us have 
been eager to learn more about the lapidary end of 
our hobby so we’re delighted that John has 
volunteered to start us off on lesson #1 with several 
more to follow.    
Monday, November 14 was our first, club sponsored 
beading workshop ably organized by Judy Cook. In 
attendance were 7 beading group members and their 
guests. We met from 6:00 – 8:00 PM at the North 
Syracuse Public Library and enjoyed 2 plus hours of 
beading, sharing ideas, and socializing for a most 
productive evening! We’re looking at scheduling more 
such sessions after the holidays. See a member of the 
beading group with your ideas for when and where we 
can get together again. Carpe beadem! 
 
The December birthstones are turquoise and zircon. 
Beaders might like to work with these stones making 
jewelry to wear to the December 11th “Brunch”. There 

are some interesting websites on the subject. Google 
– ”gemstones of the month” for a gazillion hits! Your 
editor would love it if you submitted a short article on 
the topic! 
 

November Gemstones  - Citrine and Topaz 
Submitted by Cathy Patterson 

 
Citrine   Silicon Dioxide   SiO2 
     Citrine the birthstone for November and the 
gemstone for the 13-wedding anniversary is a clear 
pale yellow to yellowish brown and reddish or golden 
form of the mineral quartz. It is related to amethyst, 
which is the purple form of quartz. It is possible for 
some specimens of quartz to occur in different colors 
in the same stone. Amethyst and citrine occurring in 
the same specimen is called ametrine.    
     Citrine that is very affordable is often mistaken for 
the more expensive yellow or golden topaz. It stands 
up well to daily wear as a seven on the Mohs scale of 
hardness and its earthy tones complement many 
wardrobes. The name citrine is derived form “citron”, 
French for lemon. In the past people once carried 
citrine as a protective talisman against the plague, 
bad skin conditions and evil thoughts. It was also 
used as a charm against the bites of snakes and 
other venomous reptiles.   
  
     Topaz is a richer color than citrine containing more 
orange coloration. In ancient times, all yellow stones 
were called topaz. 
Because of the nature of its crystal structure, topaz 
has one plane in which its bonds are relatively weak. 
If the stone receives a sharp blow in the wrong place 
or direction, it can easily break cleanly in two. 
 
Blue Topaz 
Aluminum Fluorosilicate Hardness 8 
In the last 10 years, blue topaz has come into 
popularity. This attractive and inexpensive stone has 
come to be a substitute for Ceylon sapphire. It occurs 
naturally however; it is heat treated to turn the 
normally less attractive colors to a bright blue. Heat-
treating creates a stable color known as “London 
Blue”, “Swiss Blue”, and “Sky Blue” listed from 
deepest color to palest blue.   
     

From internet sources: 
 www.love-story.com 

www.24carat.com 
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Wildacres Workshops 2006 
by Bob Livingston 

 
One of the things our (your) club 
dues do that go to Eastern 
Federation is provide the great 
opportunity to go for a week to a 
wonderful area in Western North 
Carolina near Spruce Pine. In a fun-

filled week, you get to learn or enhance your skills in 
lapidary arts (cabbing, faceting, silver work; Mineral ID 
or mineral micromounting/photography etc. It is so 
special to have a connection to this wonderful place 
where after classes, you can sit and chat on great 
expanses of decks and patio while you take in the 
mountain views and passing clouds, birds and fauna -- 
it is truly heaven on earth. One price includes room 
with private bath, and 3 squares per day cooked for 
you.  
 
The ‘06 dates are May 22 - 28 where the keynote 
speaker will be Helen Serras-Herman, master carver 
and artisan; the fall dates for us are September 11 - 
17 and the keynoter will be Tom Tucker. We will have 
prices ($300 or less), a bio on Mr. Tucker, and more 
course details in the December Crack ‘N Cab. But 
importantly, I want to share with a quote from a recent 
E-mail I received from Carl Miller -- an avid 
mineralogist/ field collector, member of GMSS and 
recent president of EFMLS. "Tina (his wife) and I are 
definitely hooked and hope to go (to Wildacres) every 
fall going forward. It is one of those things where you 
can't believe you didn't do something all those years. 
That is what I feel like as I remember wanting to go 
way back when I was a junior and young member of 
the Lakeshore Club (back in upstate New York) . . . 
“That 25 - 30 years went by never attending really 
bothers me when I think about it." So don't do like Carl 
and delay this incredible experience for 25 years. 
Instead, mark your calendars and for an unforgettable 
positive experience, plan to attend one of the two 
sessions of the Wildacres Workshops in 2006. I have 
never heard anyone go home and say they were sorry 
for having gone. Just the opposite, they are sorry to 
have to leave so soon. Registration forms will be 
available in November and January. 
 

Correction to the October Crack ‘N Cab 
Submitted by Bob Livingston  

 
Speaking of age, last month's story had Harry Perkins 
married to his bride for near 68 years. Harry wishes it 
were 68 but he is only old enough to have had a 
great, but too short 58 with the lovely Irene. 

Where were you 50 years ago? 
 
Syracuse club member joined GMSS as a kid nearly 
50+ years ago. 

by Bob Livingston 
 
At one of our now famous Saturday breakfasts, 
recently Gene Ridall mentioned how young he was 
when he first joined the Syracuse club. "Richard 
Sylvester, founding member and Club President at the 
time took me under his wing," claims Gene. By my 
math, Gene has now been a member for right around 
a half century plus maybe a couple years. That's an 
incredible WOW and Congratulations Gene! We 
probably are due for another celebration of some sort. 
So, when you see Gene at this month's meeting give 
him a high five, handshake, kiss or whatever. 
 
 

US Marines Toys for Tots Program 
by Bob Livingston 

 
At our December gathering, please 
bring an unwrapped toy or two for 
this great cause. It is hard to 
imagine, I know, but in some cases 

these toys are the only gifts many 
unfortunate kids get for Christmas. I 

have agreed to transport them from our brunch spot 
(Fosters in Liverpool) to the Marine Corps staging area 
for the huge give away that is done by the Salvation 
Army in our neck of the woods. 
 
Shop Hints 
 
Pumice for a finish: If you are doing some silver work 
and want a soft finish, use pumice. What! You don’t 
have any? Guess again. Use a bit of your favorite 
toothpaste. Most people do not realize that pumice is 
a polishing agent in toothpaste. If it is a fluoride 
toothpaste, it can also be used for cleaning crystals. 

from Stone Age News, Apr 1999, via Rock Buster News, 
Oct 2004. 

 
Opals are sensitive to extreme temperatures, so avoid 
very hot or cold weather, direct sunlight, or dish 
washing. 
 
Emeralds - have emeralds oiled by a jeweler every few 
years to maintain their beauty. 

from Cutting Remarks, Mar 1998 via Rock Buster News, 
Oct 2004 
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AFMS News 
 
ODE TO AN AGING ROCKHOUND 

by Delores E. Rose  
First Place AFMS Adult Poetry  

 
Oh, to have the enthusiasm I had then, 

The wonder of a polished stone 
Or my first gift of fossil bone, 

When I was just a rockhound of ten. 
 

Oh, to have the energy I had aplenty, 
To hunt for agates through the day. 

And carry my bag all the way. 
When I was a rockhound of twenty. 

 
Oh, to have been able to dig and get dirty, 

Fossils to find in our Badlands, 
Scrounging in mud and sifting sands. 

When I was a rockhound of thirty. 
 

Oh, to have the adventure of feeling sporty, 
My trusty hammer, pick and awl. 

Shale split trilobites...what a haul! 
When I was a rockhound of forty. 

 
Oh, but today my life is not very nifty 

With pains in the knees and shoulder. 
And stiff hands are getting older, 

Now that I am a rockhound of fifty. 
 

Oh, but my future hunting may be quite a chore, 
But I shall cherish my treasures 

For the memories and pleasures, 
When I am a rockhound of sixty or more. 

 
from G. I. Nuggets, Dec. 04 via AFMS News, Nov 05 

 

The World of Minerals – 
 Minerals of the Ancient World – Part 1 

By Vivien Gornitz 
 
The Roots of Civilization  
Long before the dawn of civilization, our human 
ancestors made hunting tools and weapons from 
chert, flint, quartzite, and obsidian. Axes and mauls 
for hammering, pounding, and grinding were shaped 
from tough, hard, massive rocks like basalt (or 
diabase), diorite, gneiss, granite, and jade. Powdered 
hematite, ochre, and manganese oxides (or charcoal) 
served as pigments for realistic and well-executed Ice 
Age cave paintings. Mineral resources contributed 
greatly to the development of ancient technology. 
Starting with the Bronze Age, metals, initially derived 

from the native elements - gold, silver, copper, and 
meteoritic iron - and later from various ores, were 
crafted or cast into tools, weapons, jewelry, and coins. 
Clays were molded and fired into pottery and 
ceramics. Quartz sand and other naturally occurring 
ingredients were fused into glass. Attractive, colorful 
crystals and stones were used for adornment, healing, 
and status. 
 
Ancient Gemstones  
Gemstones, such as chalcedony, carnelian, sardonyx, 
agate, amethyst, quartz, as well as the more exotic 
lapis lazuli, turquoise or hematite were polished into 
beads and other ornaments. Gem seals were 
intricately and skillfully engraved with mythological 
scenes using hard abrasives, such as corundum and 
magnetite. Ancient lapidaries avoided unnecessary 
cutting in order to preserve the weight (and value) of 
the stone and its presumed mystical powers. Color 
often held greater significance than the actual stone 
itself. Much of King Tutankhamen’s magnificent gold 
jewelry, for example, is inlaid 
with colored glass or faience, 
a bluish-green ceramic 
material, instead of genuine 
stones. To the ancient 
Egyptians, red (carnelian, 
jasper, or red glass) variously 
represented fire, blood, sun, 
hence life itself, but also 
anger, destruction, and the 
desert. Blue symbolized 
heaven, the primordial flood, water, thus life, rebirth, 
and fertility. Lapis lazuli was the primary blue 
gemstone, often simulated by blue glass or faience. 
Green (malachite, bluish-green turquoise, amazonite) 
indicated vegetation, life, and resurrection. Yellow 
(gold, electrum - a gold-silver alloy, also ochre or 
orpiment pigments) signified the sun. White (chalk, 
gypsum, shell) symbolized purity. Black obsidian) 
stood for the night, death, destruction, and the 
underworld, but by association with the dark, fertile 
soil of the Nile Valley also connoted fertility and 
resurrection. Hematite amulets and seals, to the 
Assyrians and Babylonians, gave power over one’s 
enemies, presumably because of hematite’s red 
streak that evoked blood and fire. However, hematite 
(and limonite) slabs were polished into mirrors in Pre-
Columbian Mexico. 
from the bulletin of the NY Mineralogical Club, May 04 via 
AFMS News, Nov 05. Sixth Place AFMS Advanced Adult 
Article Winner. 

 
(Look for Part 2 continued in the December 2005 
issue of the Crack ‘N Cab) 



Vol. XXXV No. 9                                                  CRACK ‘N CAB                                                   November 2005   
 

Page 7 

EFMLS News 
 
THAT DREADED “PALEO” BILL 

from Carolyn Weinberger 
 

How would you feel if the 
Government told you that it was 
illegal for you to own a fossil unless 
you could prove that it did not come 
from U.S. Public Lands? How would you feel if the 
Government told you that you could not collect fossils 
(or minerals or gems) on U.S. Public Lands?  
 
I don’t know about you, but I’d be pretty angry. Public 
Lands in my mind means land that you and I have a 
right to be on...i.e. it’s land owned by the taxpayers - 
us - the public.  
 
In July, the U.S. Senate passed the Paleontological 
Resource Protection Act of 2005 (S-263) and sent in 
on to the U.S. House of Representatives for action. As 
of this writing it’s not yet been assigned a number, but 
will probably get one soon and then be referred to the 
Resources Committee (and perhaps others) for 
consideration.  
 
I’m not a fossil collector. I only own a couple of 
shark’s teeth that I’ve collected myself here in 
Maryland. I do however have grave concerns about 
this bill.... and bills like it that may follow. If passed, 
only museums will be able to own fossils found on 
public lands. If passed, private citizens like me, will 
not be able to own, purchase or sell fossils collected 
on public lands.  
 
Big deal you say, they’re only fossils. This Paleo bill if 
passed will open the door to more legislation that will 
definitely be aimed at curtailing mineral and gem 
collecting on these same “public” lands. I sure would 
not want that to happen.... and I doubt that you would 
either.  
 
So what can YOU do? Write, e-mail, or call your 
Congressman! Do it TODAY. Let him know your 
opposition to this bill and why you are opposed to it. 
Remember, many of the significant fossil discoveries 
have been made by amateurs like ourselves and 
these discoveries have contributed greatly to our 
knowledge of the past.  
 
Several years ago, the letters of rockhounds like us 
contributed in bringing about defeat of similar 
legislation (i.e. the “Baucus” Bill). We can do this 
again... but only if our voice is heard. Individual 
letters, calls, and e-mails are what’s needed so that 

when the Congressman’s aids start counting 
messages they’ll be swamped.  
 
We’re all involved in the hobby, so let’s all be involved 
in this effort! Individually and collectively, we can 
make a difference. 

from EFMLS News, Nov 05 
Editor’s Note: How about it folks? A short card writing 
session before the January meeting to get the word 
out to our Congressmen! 
 

VISIT A SHOW  
from William Lema 

 
November: 
 
19 –20: 14th Annual Gem, Mineral, & Fossil Show 
sponsored by the Northern Virginia Mineral Club. 
Student Union II, George Mason University, Fairfax, 
VA.  
 
19 - 20: Annual Gem & Mineral Show sponsored by 
the Worcester Mineral Club. National Guard Armory, 
701 Lincoln St; Worcester, MA 
 
March 2006  
 
4 – 5: 43rd Annual Earth Science Gem & Mineral 
Show sponsored by the Delaware Mineralogical 
Society. Delaware Technical & Community College (I-
95 Exit 4B, Churchman’s Rd), Newark (Stanton), DE  
 
18 - 19: 42nd Annual Gem, Mineral & Fossil Show 
sponsored by the Gem, Lapidary & Mineral Society of 
Montgomery County, MD. Montgomery County 
Fairgrounds, 16 Chestnut St; Gaithersburg, MD  
 

25-26: 37th Annual Che-Hanna Rock & Mineral Show 
sponsored by the Che-Hanna Rock & Mineral Club. 
Athens Twp. Volunteer Fire Hall, 150 Herrick Av; 
Sayre, PA.  
 
April: 
 
Mar 30 – Apr. 2: Atlantic Micromounters Conference 
sponsored by the Micromineralogists of the National 
Capital Area. MHA Conference Center, Elkridge, MD. 
For registration & info, contact Steve Weinberger at 
<cweinber@bcpl.net>.  
 

1 – 2: 37th Annual Gem, Mineral & Fossil Show 
sponsored by the NY Southern Tier Geology Club. 
Johnson City Senior Center, Brockton St., Johnson 
City, NY.  
 

from EFMLS News, Nov 05 
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          Crack ‘N Cab      
 

Gem and Mineral Society of Syracuse, Inc. 
 

Eight persons organized the Gem and Mineral Society of Syracuse 
in 1951. Since that time it has grown in membership to include adults, 
families, and young folk. The Society was incorporated in 1969 under the 
name. 
 The objectives of the Society are to stimulate interest in 
mineralogy, paleontology, and the lapidary arts. Individual interests include 
collecting, identification, and display of minerals and fossils, and many 
aspects of jewelry design and fabrication. 
 The monthly meetings stimulate the social and educational factors. 
Frequent field trips provide collectors with opportunities to find specimens as 
well as to enjoy the benefits of outdoor exercise and potential friendships. 
 The Society meets on the third Monday of every month at 7:30 PM 
in the Parish House of the First Presbyterian Church, 620 West Genesee 
Street, Syracuse, New York. (Except in July, August, & December.) 
Visitors are always welcome.                                   
                                                                                                 
Annual membership dues: 
Single Adult - $6 
Junior - $3 
Family - $9 
Honorary Life Membership - $3 
For more information write to the Gem & Mineral Society of Syracuse,     
P.O. Box 801, Syracuse, New York 13201 
 

 

Officers 2005-2006 
President                        John Sweeney            668-8470            
Vice-President               Dick Ackerman         363-2269 
Treasurer                       Lou Budell                 673-1891           
Secretary                        Cathy Patterson        638-8817              
Show Chairman             to be announced                     
Sergeant-at-Arms          Rollie Allen                xxx-xxxx   
---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Librarian                                Cathy Patterson    638-8817 
Sunshine                                Gloria Royer         677-3730 
Refreshments                         Joan Livingston    446-4505 
Editor                                       Loren Patterson     638-8817 
                                               7725 Van Buren Rd.         
                                               Baldwinsville, NY 13027 

lnpatterson@gmss.us 
Visit us online at: http://www. gmss.us  
Permission is hereby granted to reprint material contained in the Crack 
‘N Cab if proper credit is given to the author, if known, and this bulletin. 

 


