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e Regular Meeting starts at 7:30 Lawrence County, NY. of Engineer-
PM. Come along with Steve ing & Com-JP
as he shows us the loca- puter Sci-

Beading Group meets at 6:30
PM.

Youth Group meets at 6:30
PM.

Refreshments offered after the
program.

Guests are always welcome.
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Road Cut Occurrences of St. Lawrence County

Be there on Monday,
January 17th, to hear our
own fellow GMSS mem-
ber, Dr. Steve Chamber-
lain, talk about some of
the many road cuts of St.

tions and the minerals to
be found at the many
road cuts in this northern
county of New York. All
are potential collecting
sites open to the public.

Steve has been a mem-
ber of the faculty of Syra-

goes back to
1977 starting
as an instruc-
tor. He has s
since served b
as the Dean |l

ences School |8
and is now a
tenured pro-
fessor (also the founder)
of the Bioengineering &
Neuroscience School.

Dr. Chamberlain is a
sought after speaker ap-

Dr. Chamberlain - Photo by L. Patterson

tions. Don’t miss this in-
formative lecture right
here at home.

See Bob Livingston’s re-

President’s Message 2 port on page 3 with more
cuse University for many pearing at the Rochester apout Steve and the
years. His association Symposium, Wild Acres, Rockhound Hall of Fame

Sunshine News 2 with Syracuse University and many other loca- on page 4.

Your Club Rocks On 3

Huge Trilobite Specimen Found at Sanger field

Beading News 4 =

Dave Arcaro, our tenacious, fearless fossil
hunter proves once again that persistence pays

Rockhound Hall of Fame

Trilobites 5 off. After many return trips to far off Sanger-
field, he was richly rewarded by finding several
sizable trilobite specimens in excellent detail

EFMLS News 6 and condition. Read his story on page 5.
January’s stone is garnet. If you have garnet in

AFMS News 7 any form (specimen or lapidary) bring it to the

Life Members List meeting to show.
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| President’s Message

The first of the year has rolled
around again (Happy New Years
to all) and its time to say goodbye
to the holidays and get back to
normal, the normal schedule,
normal eating, and the normal
weight. Ow! Now there’s a tough
one. This year | resolved to get
down to  organizing and
cataloguing my specimens on a
regular basis and reduce some of
that clutter | seem to accumulate
during the summer collecting
months. It’s a lot like losing those
extra pounds we gain during the
holidays, but sometimes it's a
little harder. How can | possibly
get rid of that big chunk of
marble with the tiny malachite
inclusions that | picked up in
Wisconsin on the way out West
last year or the not quite
specimen worthy agates we
picked up in Lake Superior the
day we had such a good time
swimming there? They're not
quite specimens, better than
leaverites and not as tacky as
some of the other souvenirs I've
dragged back from wherever, but
most of them bring back pleasant
memories. In the mean time, |
have a pile of fill for the sea wall,
pieces for the tumbler, keepers
for the shelves, and the ever-
growing middle pile. Who knows,
maybe this summer I'll put in a
patio that's more or less a
weatherproof scrapbook of my
travels. If nothing else, it will
surely give more room and more
reason to go collect. Perhaps I'll
set up my cab-mate out there
and take in some sun while
making smaller pieces out of
some of the larger pieces.

The good news this time of
year is the seemingly endless
array of possibilities the New
Year lays before us. You can still
book a relatively cheap flight for
Quartzite  (Yuma). Generally,
there is little planned yet for

those summer weekends. (That'll
come later when the grass grows
again) Now you're still able to
look through rock hounding
guides and at maps and
daydream of all the great trips
you've wanted to line up. In the
mean time I'm going through my
specimens reliving a little bit of
last summer and trying to find a
decent piece of cutting material
or two so that | can try and enter
a piece of lapidary work in this
spring’s club competition. That's
another one of those other
projects to take part in while the
ground is still frozen. It almost
feels like Arizona if | work on the
end of the bench closest to the
furnace.

Other news: During the January
meeting we’ll be talking about
garnets, the stone of the month,
so bring in your garnets and
share a little. Thanks again to
everyone involved in  the
Christmas
gathering it was
nicely done.

John Sweeney
Club President

Photo by L. Patterson

Sunshine News

Submitted by Cathy Patterson

Sunshine News

Over the holidays,
we heard from some
of our out-oftown

members.

- Photo by L. Patterson-
Heidi Lueck in Kingman AZ writes
she has been painting lovely,
fanciful scenes on white howlite
slabs and a friend has created
greeting cards from her stone
designs. She has been active in a
local art guild in Kingman for
many years. Heidi is well known
for her expert opal carving as
well.

Marion and Jim Wheaton in East
Williamson who every year have
volunteered their time all
weekend at the July GemWorld
shows were kept away this year
with health problems. We really
missed seeing them at the gate.
Jim is awaiting surgery and
Marion has had her share of
health problems. She reports
they didn’'t get to many digs in
2004 as they usually do and
hopes 2005 will be a better year
for them.

Vic and Marie Cole wintering in
Hawaii wrote about the
international surfing competition
at the north shore of Oahu that
drew the best of the best surfers
from around the world. With 40+
foot waves, an unusual
occurrence along the shore
happening every 8 to 10 years,
these competitors gave the huge
(that's bigger than double big)
crowd of spectators a
spectacular show. All eyes are
also on a new eruption of lava on
the big island of Hawaii. The
island keeps growing thanks to
the power of Pele.

Locally, we hear Margaret Norris
is recuperating nicely after knee
replacement surgery. Healing
wishes go to her.

If you have news to share or
know someone who needs
sunshine spread, please contact
our Sunshine Lady, Gloria Royer.
See the back page for contact
information.
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| Your Club Rocks On

By Bob Livingston

Working on an
entry for the All
American Club
Award, | uncovered
stuff and think you
too will be amazed
when you realize in 2004 this
club hadits hand inalot...

We had amongst our
members (6) persons who
served federations in offices or
on committees last year: EFMLS
treasurer, Lou Budell; Region lll
vice president, John Baumler;
joint chairs of the combined
Federation show, John Davis and
Gene Ridall, AFMS scholarship
coordinator, Bob Livingston;
current EFMLS president, Carl
Miller.* * Carl, transferred to a
job in Richmond, VA is still a club
member here and you can
normally find him still selling
tickets at the door when he
returns for our July show.

Thanks to you all's hard work,
we did it — hosted the first ever
combined EFMLS/ AFMS show
and convention in New York
State. It was a huge success plus
we did not loose money,
remarkable in itself considering
all the extra special exhibits we
brought in and other one-time
things we spent considerable
money on. (Our two busy work
nights last spring really paid off.)

GMSS member, Dr. Steve
Chamberlain, was the featured
speaker at the fall session of
Wildacres workshops last
September. This meant that
Steve had to prepare (5) 40-
minute talks which he delivered
to the delight of the club
members in attendance from all
over. This is at least the third
time that Steve has performed
on "the mountain". Further, a lot
of us do not realize it but our
Steve Chamberlain was inducted
into the national Rockhound Hall

of Fame in South Dakota in
2003. Now that is an honor.
Steve Chamberlain also spoke
on minerals to Eagle Hill science
class in Manlius plus a similar
talk at a Phoenix, NY school last
Fall. Steve and wife Helen
Chamberlain, both life members
of GMSS are movers and
shakers for the annual
Rochester Mineralogical
Symposium up the road apiece.
Helen is registrar and Steve is
co-chair. If you have never gone,
plan to go for at least one day
and see and hear what others
pay lots of travel money to learn
first hand about the latest in
minerals and fossils from far and
wide. You will hear more about
this when Steve brings Helen,
and they talk to us January 17.

Helen Chamberlain, also a
PhD is the editor of Robert
Whitmore's new book on the
Palermo Mines in New
Hampshire.

GMSS has two past Eastern
Federation presidents amongst
its members — Paul Dunning, still
active and in touch from out in
Tucson, Arizona; Bob Livingston
stuck here in snow country.

Steve Chamberlain has the
best of his thousands of mineral
specimens on display for us all
to enjoy at the New York State
Museum in Albany. Plan to
check them out this year when
you attend the Albany show in
February. It is always a good
time and kicks off our upstate
shows.

Past president of GMSS, Jay
Tinker was named PRI volunteer
of the year in 2004. That is a lot
of trips around the south end of
Cayuga Lake. Awesome.
Recognition of the top two
President's Messages in the
country was also garnered by Jay
Tinker when he received the
neat trophy at the Sunday
Editors Breakfast last July.

Carrie Gannett with help from
Cathy Patterson, formed a well
received Beading Group which
meets regularly to share ideas
and help on their creative
projects.

Soon to be 90-years young,
our John Davis got to roll up his
sleeves and grab a chair as he
was once again tapped to be one
of the judges of competitive
fossil exhibits during our 2004
July show.

A new TV personality, Gene
Ridall, was interviewed by Laura
Hand of NBC Channel 3 in
Syracuse about our Big Show for
All America last July. Gene
claims Laura will welcome him
back in July '05.

Our beating the bushes paid
off when GMSS provided the
finest array of educational
exhibits last July in at least 10
years at an EFMLS show. What
they saw here had other
federations taking notice as well.

EFMLS Editors First Place
award was won again by our
CRACK 'N CAB editor, Loren
Patterson. For the past 5 years
the Patterson’s have been right
up there in the top bulletins. |
am thinking, "something good"
will be coming out of the ‘O5 St.
Louis convention as well.

Past president, Jay Tinker
single handedly almost, drove
over 3000 miles last July towing
a trailer so we and the other
more than 3300 attendees to
our show could see up close, SUE
the famous T-Rex dinosaur from
the Field Museum in Chicago -
her first trip East. Folks, that is
dedication.

(Continued on page 4)
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Your Club - Continued from
page 3

Our club was tops in EFMLS last
year in support of AFMS
Scholarship Fund with our over
$650 in donations last year. Keep
feeding "the can" each month at
our meetings - the need is greater
than ever.

John Davis and Dick Ackerman
readily volunteered to lend their
expertise with a sizable project for
the MOST last fall, still ongoing
identifying, labeling, and
cataloging the fine collection of
minerals and fossils graciously
donated by member John "Doc"
Duggan.

Coupled with NEFTA
participation, our field trip man,
Tim Hart was able to bring us (6)
field trips within a reasonable
drive last year. Add to that over 35
field trips by other cooperative
clubs and we had trips galore
available to us if we were willing to
drive further. That super large
sharks tooth that Lou Budell
showed us back in November
came from a Mid Atlantic weekend
trip.

Unlike too many clubs in
serious decline, we are fortunate
to belong to a club that is on the
march forward. Never hesitate to
ask questions or for help in
whatever you want to explore --
knowledge, talent, and great
people surround you. Above, you
have seen the tremendous
involvement of our members.
However, we still need a show
chair for the ‘05 show only 6
months off. No matter if you are
male or female, how about you
stepping forward to volunteer? We
promise, we won't let you down;
you will have lots of help and
support.

by Bob Livingston

Photos by Loren Patterson

Attention: Beaders

Submitted by Cathy Patterson

Weather permitting; the
beading group  will
meet at 6:30 PM
Monday, January 17.

We have not yet
decided whether it's feasible to
meet earlier than 6:30 at the
church. This discussion  will
continue to be discussed at the
board meeting.

Show and Share

Let's have everyone bring a
project you're working on to show
and share or just show off a
project you finished for the
holidays.

What do you use to string?
Another topic we can talk about is
what we use for stringing: nylon,
silk, flexible wire, memory wire, or
anything else. What have you used
for stringing  that worked
particularly well or not well at all
and why? Let’s discuss pros and
cons.

At the January 17t meeting the
bead group will get together at
6:30 PM with projects to show off
or to work on and if everyone
would be willing to talk about what
kinds of materials we use for
stringing maybe we can all learn a
thing or two from each other. To
quote a bumper sticker | saw,
“Carpe Beadum!”

Rockhound Hall of Fame

| Beading News

By Cathy Patterson

On our trip to
Tennessee over the
holidays to see the
grandchildren, I
checked out the

Nashville yellow pages and found
several beading businesses. Loren
and | checked one out and found
a nice selection of beads and
charms, findings, and supplies of
all sorts. They offered weekly
classes and had nice worktables
to lay out projects. Raw materials
were all around to purchase and
expert advice was available to
novice beaders who attended the
sessions. It was a first class
operation. Time ran out those
hectic, two, vacation weeks so we
didn’t visit the other stores but |
plan to do so on the next trip to
Nashville.

By Cathy Patterson

Steve Chamberlain
was recently
inducted into the
Rockhound Hall of
Fame. For more
information on the
Rockhound Hall of Fame check
out
<www.rockhoundhalloffame.org>
The Hall of fame is a tax exempt
organization. Under a ruling by the
Internal Revenue, donations to the
National Rockhound and Lapidary
Hall of Fame are tax deductible
under Section 501 (a) of the
Internal Revenue Code as an
organization (not for profit). We
accept donations of almost
anything including, but not limited
to, money, rocks, fossils, jewelry,
antiques, cars, works of art, etc.

In the Hall of Fame, we have a
picture gallery wall where a picture
of each inductee is hung. Also on
the picture gallery wall, is a plaque
engraved with the names of each
inductee with the category and
year they were inducted. There is
also a special case where donated
examples of their work are
displayed.

Nominations of qualified persons
to the Hall of Fame, may be made
by anyone associated with the
earth  sciences. E-mail the
National Rockhound and Lapidary
Hall of Fame for a list of
qualifications and ballots.

The National Rockhound and Lapidary
Hall of fame is located in the Pioneer
Auto Show at Murdo, SD.
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| Sangerfield Trilobites

by David Arcaro

Earlier this past October, | was
told by fellow club member, Lou
Budell, of an excellent fossil
locality in the town of Sangerfield
right here in Central New York. For
the past five years, | have been
looking  for  whole trilobite
specimens because until now |
had only found small parts and
pieces of them. Unfortunately,
when | got news of this locale |
had just undergone shoulder
surgery and | knew my ability to
dig would be limited. Being the
die-hard rock hound that | am, |
went anyway.

The first trip to the Sangerfield
road cut | took my wife and stayed
for a couple of hours. | managed
to find a few nice trilobite heads
and tailpieces along with assorted
brachiopods, gastropods and
nautiloids. After that, | made
about a half dozen more trips
always finding the same types of
fossils until December 9t when |
finally hit the jackpot!

Prior to this date, | was only able
to search through the debris at
the bottom of the road cut
because of my healing shoulder.
On December 9t my shoulder
was healing nicely and | was
feeling well enough to do some
serious digging. | arrived early in
the morning so | would have a lot
of time to work. On the previous
trips, | had scoped out a particular
spot on a ledge higher up on the
road cut. | could tell someone had
worked it before. It seemed easy
to work being filled with cracks
and fractures. | was there for a
couple hours finding the usual
fossils after | removed a section of
the cliff. Then | noticed one of the
most beautiful sights | have ever
seen. A lovely, very detailed
trilobite about the size of a large
orange was sitting there in the

rock ledge. My heart was
pounding to say the least! Even
being an amateur, | knew that the
real work had just begun. Fossils,
unlike minerals, do not come in
vugs, so the utmost care needs to
be taken when removing them. I'm
sorry to say | didn’'t use enough
and the specimen was shattered.
Believe me, | was devastated. |
collected as much of the
specimen as | could but about half
of the trilobite just disintegrated. |
still had a few hours to dig so |
decided to move a couple feet to
my right.

It didn't take long before |
uncovered another awesome
sight. This time a trilobite 6 %
inches long laid out flat was
staring up at me. Again, the detail
of this specimen amazed me.
Sadly, this specimen too broke
apart but most of the pieces were
salvaged and glued back together.
My only consolation on this trip
after breaking these specimens
was | did find a one-inch long
specimen that didn't shatter
though it was not nearly as
impressive. | left Sangerfield
wanting more.

That night after | got home, |
called some of the club members.
I got Tim Hart interested enough
to go with me Saturday, December
11th. We arrived about 7:30 AM
and by 11:00 we hadn’t found any
whole fossils but did find plenty of
pieces. Just as we were packing
up to leave, | asked him for a
couple more minutes because |
had a “feeling”. About
fifteen minutes later, |
was staring at another
awesome  specimen.
This time | swore to
myself that | would get
this beauty and it
would be intact.
Success, | did it! The
approximately 6 inch
long trilobite had

minimal damage to the tail and
head, not enough to take away the
overall beauty of the piece.

Loren Patterson

Photos by

Now I'm hooked on collecting
trilobites, (this coming from a
former avid mineral collector of 5
years). | was so excited about the
find that on December 14th, with 2
inches of snow on the ground, |
went back to that spot and found
another nice, golf ball-sized
trilobite.

I highly recommend visiting the
Sangerfield fossil location. Not
only does it hold nice treasures in
its hills but it's located in beautiful
countryside with quiet
surroundings. To get there take
Route 20 East to Route 12 South.
Go approximately 5 miles and
make a right turn on Swamp
Road. Go to the end of the road
and you will come to a T
intersection. Make a left and go
about ¥4 mile. The road cut is on
the right. Please be mindful of the
rules of safe collecting at a site
like this and respectful of the
neighbors. The owner of the
adjacent property lives next door
and doesn’t mind the rock hounds
hunting for
treasures. He s,
however, concerned
about our safety, so
be extra careful
while on or under the
cliff. Happy Hunting!

< Dave Arcaro and
friend
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EFMLS News

by Bill Klose
COLLECTION SAFETY

As we form our @%
mineral, fossil, and (< 2
rock collections, we
pride ourselves with
knowing what
everything is, where it came from,
how fragile or sharp it is and
hopefully if any hazards are
associated with any of the
specimens in it. If you follow the
auctions on the Internet, you see
many wonderful specimens from
locations that have long ago
played out or are closed. Many of
the  descriptions for these
specimens declare “from an old”
or “estate” collection or/and do
not provide any other data
because of the lack or loss of a
label. Occasionally these
specimens are so classic that
there is little doubt as to what they
are and where they came from
and if any hazards are associated
with them. Most probable these
items are being disposed of by
relatives of the original collector
who have no knowledge of or
interest in them. Many times
collections and materials used to
prepare them, such as grits and
chemicals, just end up as landfill
to dispose of them.

We are now aware of the hazards
of disposing of household and
industrial cleansers and
chemicals because of strict
labeling and disposal laws and
education. But what about those
rocks and minerals that have
been dumped in back yards and
landfills  that may contain
hazardous or break down into
hazardous chemicals?

And what about the specimen that
may represent one of the finest
examples of its “species” or the
fossil that is the original specimen
(“type”) of a species new to
science, to which all other

specimens of that species are
compared? Many scientists de-
scribed new  species  from
specimens found in private
collections.

Even if unlabeled specimens find
their way into another collectors
holdings, not knowing what it is
may lead to it’s destruction or
create a hazard to the new owners
health. Many minerals, such as
sulfates and salts, will absorb
moisture from the air and with
time break down. Unstable Pyrite
and Marcasite will break down
into sulfuric acid that will destroy
specimens, labels, specimen
boxes, and storage units. | have
seen entire cabinets filled with
white powder, where fine pyritized
specimens from Alden, New York,
France, and other locations were
once stored, because the
specimens were not properly
stabilized. Some minerals are
affected by sunlight or even indoor
light and will alter into other
chemicals (i.e. Eglestonite) or
loose their color with prolonged
exposure (i.e. Kunzite). Rocks that
are poisonous can enter the water
table or body tissues if not
properly identified, labeled,
handled, and stored. Some highly
toxic or radioactive minerals are
quite pretty or very plain and give
no hint that they are dangerous
and can enter the body if licked or
the dust given off by them is
inhaled. Cutting and polishing
fluids used to polish hazardous
rocks and minerals can constitute
serious health hazards.

The key to avoiding these
problems is to properly label
everything with name, location,
geologic age, and formation when
available or if a fossil, and any
special handling instructions or
hazards. A permanent catalog
number should tie the labels to a
catalog and specimen. If the
specimen is valuable, have a price
and date of purchase on the label

and clearly identify as rare. This
information may also help ap-
praise a collection for donation or
sale. “Type” specimens of fossils
should also be clearly identified
on the specimen and label, with
the original reference describing
the new species sited on the label
and in the catalog. It may be
prudent to donate “type”
specimens to a Museum that
provides specialized storage for
such materials. Bear in mind that
there is only one specimen of
each species, the “type”, and as
such, it is priceless and irreplace-
able. Label all grits, chemicals,
and cutting fluids used in
specimen and jewelry preparation,
identifying any that may constitute
a hazard.

Proper storage of specimens is
very important. Make sure that the
containers and paper you place or
wrap specimens in is suitable for
long-term storage and free from
acids and other chemicals that in
time could damage the
specimens. Do not wrap
specimens in newspaper or place
in colored specimen boxes (even
black) that give off chemicals or
attract fungus and mold. Consider
the weight of specimens that are
to be placed on shelves and in
storage units. Also, consider the
floor weight limit. Keep collections
in areas that are not too cold or
hot, are dry, dust free, insect free,
and away from areas that tend to
flood. Keep small, sharp, heavy,
and hazardous specimens away
from small children.

As a good indoor winter project,
label and properly store your
collection and associated
materials, so it can be safely
enjoyed for years to come.
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HAVING FUN -
JUNIOR ACTIVITIES ‘ EFMLS Workshop Survey Steve Chamberlain

by Jim Brace-Thompson,
Junior Activities Chair

MERIT BADGES FOR YOUR

CLUB'S KIDS

As we set out implementing our
new AFMS/FRA Merit Badge
program, I've received queries
from a couple of youth leaders
recently about how to go about
getting merit badges and the
plan for distributing them.
Because this is a new program
and we don’t have a history as to
what potential supply-and-
demand will be, I'm keeping it
centralized, at least for the first
year or so. For budgetary
reasons, we were only able to
order a limited quantity of
badges as a start. Thus, rather
than send bulk quantities of
badges to local youth leaders
and exhaust our supply right
away, I'm asking that local
leaders at individual clubs send
me requests for badges as they
are earned. For more
information, see the January
issue of the AFMS News. Some of
the new badges are displayed
across the bottom of this page.

FRA Membar=hip Badge
(res T s P aee )

Submitted by Cathy Patterson

An EFMLS committee is looking
into the feasibility of conducting
additional adjunct workshops
and is asking for our help in the
form of a survey. A report will be
completed and presented to the
EFMLS president at the
convention in Sayre,
Pennsylvania in March 2005.
Copies of the survey will be
available for your perusal at the
January 17t meeting. Please
take a minute to fill it out and
return it to Cathy Patterson at the
meeting Monday night.

Life Members Honored

By Cathy Patterson

Two of the most recent life
members were named at the
December Christmas brunch.
They are Cindy Napiorkowski and
Brian Kinery. There are 41
members in all who have
achieved this honored status in
the club. Life membership is
granted to those who have paid
their dues to the club
continuously for at least 20
years. Considering we send out
the newsletter to 136
households this is an amazing
percentage of  loyal club
members. A certificate will be
mailed to each life member.

We appreciate our long time
members and value their
knowledge in all facets of our
hobby. They have much to offer
the newer members in terms of
knowledge and experience. Seek
them out.

The following is the list of our life
members:
Lou Budell
Ruth Burgess
Volney Burgess
John Burrow
Helen Chamberlain

Vic Cole
Marie Cole
John Davis
Dick Depew
Lou Dunlap

Paul Dunning
Dawne Dunning
Doris Henderson
Elizabeth Henes

Marge Hughs

Brian Kinery
Marie Kolodzie
Ruth KomrowskKi

Ron Lewandowski
Heidi Lueck
Cindy Napiorkowski
Vera Niles
Margaret Norris
Bill Norris

Harry Perkins

Irene Perkins
Kathleen Perkins
Louis Petrangelo
Gert Petrangelo

Lillian Radway

Gene Ridall
Dorothy Ringwood
Marguerite Slocum
Tom Smith
Pat Smith
Dick Stimer
Mildred Waddell

oML aTion

Louanne Weeks
Jim Wheaton
Marion Wheaton

Earth Resources
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