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Trilobites, Eurypterids, and Their Cousins 

The Program for Monday, February 21st, 2005 
Monday night’s program fea-
tures four presenters. Dave 
Arcaro, our intrepid trilobite 
hunter, will share his accu-
mulated insight on trilobites. 

Tim Hart will cover the inter-
esting points of eurypterids. 
He may also tell us where to 
find some of them in the field 

and Jay Tinker will talk about 
their cousins, other species 
from the Cambrian/Devonian 
era. 

John Davis will complete the 
line-up with an update on 
collecting safely. Very im-
portant stuff as we approach 
another collecting season. 

February’s stone of the 
month is amethyst. If you 
have any amethyst that you 
would like to show, bring it 
to Monday’s meeting at 7:30 
PM or 6:30 PM if you are in 
the Beading Group.  
 
Refreshments will be pro-
vided by John Davis. 
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Special points of interest: 
• Beading Group meets at 6:30 

PM. 

• Youth Group meets at 6:30 PM. 

• Regular Meeting starts at 7:30 
PM. 

• Refreshments offered after the 
program. 

• Guests are always welcome. 
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President’s Message 
 
Its February, the days are getting 
longer and its time to get out and 
move around a little. Though the 
ground is still frozen solid, I actually 
did see a little of the gravel on the 
edge of the driveway peeking out 
from beneath the snow. No doubt 
while we’re waiting for the rest of the 
earth to emerge we’ll get some more 
snow, but in the next month there are 
two opportunities that are fairly close 
by that should help hold us over till 
the weather breaks and give us a 
chance to support some other nearby 
clubs. The first is the 12th Annual 
James Campbell Memorial Gem, 
Mineral and Fossil Show Sponsored 
by the Capital District Mineral Club 
and the New York State Academy of 
Mineralogy at the New York State 
Museum in Albany on Feb.26th and 
27th and the other is the 36th annual 
Che-Hanna Rock and mineral show 
right across the border in Sayre, 
Pennsylvania, which also happens to 
be the site of this year’s EFMLS 
annual meeting. It is on the 19th and 
20th of March. Both shows are just a 
little over two hours away and should 
make an excellent outing for a 
weekend drive. Both sound better to 
me than waiting for the snow at the 
end of the drive to melt. Besides that, 
I already looked that gravel over when 
I put it down in the fall. 
 
Speaking of shows, we are still 
looking for a person to step up and 
volunteer for show chairperson. Both 
Lou Budell and Gene Ridall have 
been doing a lot of work in this area 
and both seem to agree they’d like a 
chairperson to keep them in line so 
they don’t have all the fun.   
 
Think of it as a chance to see how 
things work backstage at the 
fairgrounds. Think of it as your show 
too! 
 
On behalf of the society I’d also like to 
thank Dr. Steve Chamberlain for an 
excellent presentation on North 
Country road cuts during the January 
meeting.  
 
Amethyst is February’s stone of the 
month. Bring them in. Wear them in. 
Show them off. Tell us where to find 

them. Tell us about yours. As always, I 
am available for suggestions and 
comments at 
meetings, on the 
web, or phone.   

 
John Sweeney 
Club President 
 
 

Program Minutes:   
(Continued from page 2) 
 
Road Occurrences of St. Lawrence 
County by Dr. Steve Chamberlain  

Submitted by Gil Strausman 
 
Steve, assisted by 10 
others visited 6 localities 
in St. Lawrence County 
last year to collect a wide 
variety of minerals.  
 
The Yellow Lake road cut near Rossie 
north of the village of Oxbow has 
produced dolomite, calcite, 
marcasite, pyrite goethite, graphite, 
and siderite. These occur in cavities 
in the marble.   
 
The Beaman Road barite occurrence 
near Little Bow has barite, goethite, 
calcite, dolomite, secondary calcite 
(some are light blue), and a dolomite 
variety.   
 
Similar to the Yellow Lake mineral 
occurrence, the Oxbow road cut 
yielded nice calcites, some dolomite, 
hematite, as well as some graphite. 
 
In the area of Gouverneur the Rock 
Island Road cut has barite (may be 
celestite) and calcite.   
The prehnite road cut holds 
chabazite, fluorite, and prehnite.   
 
The last, Cream of the Valley is a 
somewhat obscure location northwest 
of Gouverneur. It is an interesting 
shattered Precambrian pegmatite 
made up of tourmaline, feldspar, and 
quartz. Dravite occurs as outstanding 
black, striated prismatic crystals up to 
several inches long and an inch thick. 
Although this is an old road cut, the 
specimens seem to have been 
collected only in the past 5 or 6 years 
says Steve. 
 
Six other road cuts were briefly 
mentioned, to describe this area. Four 

are around Route 58, one at Rossie, 
Hammond Rd. and one near I 81 at 
the Canadian border. Some 
publications are being made by 
Professor Chamberlain and his 
associates. 
 
Steve distributed handouts listing 
three of the occurrences.  
 
 

Our All American Club entry is 
with the Judges 

by Bob Livingston 
 

A 115-page, six-
section scrapbook of 
structured things our 
club did last year 
locally and for the 
Federations and other 
clubs is now in the 
hands of the judges of the All 
American Club competition. It 
consisted of 13 pages single spaced 
of narrative plus 107 photos, 65 
pages of letters and certificates to 
back up what we were claiming the 
collective we did to meet the mark in 
a raft of stipulated categories. So 
now, we keep our fingers crossed till 
the awards are announced in St. 
Louis in August. If we could win it, the 
trophy is impressive.  
 
Truthfully, I could not have done it 
without the support with info and 
photos and letters from a lot of you 
that I want to personally thank:  
Steve and Helen Chamberlain, Loren 
and Cathy Patterson, John Davis and 
Dick Ackerman, Peter Faes Sr., Lou 
Budell, Gene Ridall, Jay Tinker, Tim 
Hart, and especially Joan Livingston 
who put up with a lot of turmoil for a 
month while this thing was hatching. 
Joy Bourne of the Che-Hanna club 
provided me with 4 pages of 
convention pictures that helped a 
tremendous amount. I am sorry, I 
probably missed somebody, but I truly 
appreciate what everyone did. Now as 
they say in square dancing, it is "on to 
the next and four around!" 
 

Photos by L. Patterson 
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Mineral & Fossil Specimen Contest Rules 
1. Members in good standing may enter specimens personally collected, which have not been entered in a prior   
Mineral Contest of the Gem & Mineral Society of Syracuse, as well as specimens purchased. See Silver Pick rules   
below. Limit one entry per category.  
 

2. Divisions-. Senior Division - members 18 years of age and over  
                       Junior Division - members under 18 years of age.  
 

3. Categories:     Minerals: a) Cabinet specimens - 2x3" or larger  
                                             b) Thumbnails and miniatures - under 2x3"  

                   c) Micro-minerals, mounted or not mounted, requiring magnification. .                  
                   d) Suites - a group of specimens of any size from one location.                                                            
.                    (Micromounts excluded because of judging time limitations)                                                              
.  Fossils: one specimen, any size                                                    

4. Specimens may be mounted or not mounted, cleaned, trimmed, etc. to make them more attractive but may not  
be lacquered or otherwise coated (except fossils).  
 

5. Points in judging will be awarded by the following schedule:  
 

 3A+3B 3C 3D Fossils 
Quality   80 70 80 75 
Labeling   10 10 10 15 
Orientation        10   
Showmanship   10 10 10 10 

 

Quality: freedom from damage; attractiveness, aesthetic appeal, luster  
Labeling: Minerals:  a) Species (Fleisher's "Glossary of Mineral Species" is a suggested reference)  
                                  b) Variety if appropriate                                                                                                                                        
.                                 c) Locality 
                   Fossils:   a) Phylum and class  
                                   b) Locality, including geological period and rock formation if possible  
 

            Correct spelling is important. Do NOT put your name on the label.  
            Competitors are encouraged to provide a second label with information about the rarity or significance of the     
.           specimen.                                                       
     Orientation: Competitors entering micro minerals are encouraged to include a microscope if possible. Otherwise 
micros should be oriented to view from above.  
 

6. Prizes for self-collected entries: Awards will be based on point achievement only.                                                                      
.      First Place - a blue ribbon for highest score with a minimum of 80 points  
       Second Place - a red ribbon for second highest score with a minimum of 70 points.                                .                    
.      Third Place - a yellow ribbon for third highest score with a minimum of 60 points  
       In addition, all specimens scoring over 60 points will receive an honorable mention if a ribbon is not awarded.  
 

7. Silver Pick (purchased specimen) Contest: For members who purchased their entry during the past year. 
Categories are the same as in #3 above. Judging and points will be the same, but no ribbons will be 
issued.  
 

8. The club shall provide 2 qualified judges who will indicate, on a scorecard with each entry, the points awarded 
and any helpful comments for the competitor's information (time permitting).   
 

9. The contest may be entered by proxy.
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AFMS News 
 
SWAPPING 
MATERIALS  
by Michael Kessler  
EFMLS Region II Vice 
President 
 
I have been trying to find people 
who are interested in trading 
specimens through the mail. I 
started a Federation Box Swap 
some time ago in my region of 
New York and New Jersey. Many 
clubs weren’t interested because 
they shared the same sites. It was 
suggested that I try clubs outside 
the region, and that is the reason 
for this article.  
 
The plan was to have a club, or a 
member, pack a box with self-
collected mineral specimens, 
labeled, and ready to travel. The 
total weight should be as close to 
ten pounds as possible. When the 
package is ready for mailing, 
contact me for the address to be 
placed on that package and I will 
give your address to those mailing 
theirs out. I have two boxes 
waiting so far from New York, New 
Jersey and Pennsylvania. See if 
someone may be interested, and 
please let me know.  
 
Specimens, such as these, could 
be used for prizes, for raffles, or 
for auctions. Remember to inform 
those involved that the specimens 
should be cushioned for travel, 
and should be of a quality that 
they would also like to receive. I 
am only accepting boxes from 
members of AFMS Clubs. Anyone 
interested, please contact 
 
Michael Kessler 
EFMLS Region II Vice President 
<quartz7228@aol.com> 
4 Longfellow Road  
East Stroudsburg, PA 18301 
 
 
 

Safety First – Eye Safety 
by Bill Klose 

AFMS Safety Chairperson 
 

Eyes require protection at all 
times of the year, whether it is 
protection from the sun on the 
way to a collecting site, protection 
from flying particles at a collecting 
site, or protection from chemicals, 
dust, or particles while processing 
our finds back home in the shop.  
 
Eye hazards include particles, 
dusts, mists, vapors, fumes, 
gases, and ultraviolet light. Many 
of these hazards are encountered 
by rock hounds in pursuit of their 
passion.  
 
Safety glasses or spectacles are 
designed to provide impact 
protection from flying particles 
and have heavier frames than 
normal spectacles with impact 
resistant lenses, usually of 
polycarbonate. These lenses can 
be tinted to protect the eyes from 
laser or ultraviolet light and the 
suns rays. As most particles enter 
the eyes at an angle, it is 
recommended that the frames 
accommodate and are worn with 
side shields or have them “built 
in”. Safety glasses are available 
with corrective lenses, even 
bifocal and multi-focal lenses. Do 
not use spectacles intended for 
protection from radiation and 
glare from the sun indoors where 
the tinted lenses may impair your 
vision. Spectacles should be fitted 
to your eye and bridge size and 
temple length and should fit 
comfortably over the eyes. The 
frame should be close to the face 
and supported by the bridge of the 
nose. Keep spectacles clean and 
clear of scratches. Store 
spectacles in a dry clean place 
where they will not fall or be 
stepped on. Scratched or 
damaged spectacles interfere with 
vision and do not provide 
protection for the eyes from 

fumes, vapors, liquids, and large 
particles and should be discarded. 
  
Safety goggles provide a secure 
shield around the entire eye area 
to protect against hazards coming 
from many different directions and 
spread the force of impact over a 
larger area around the eyes than 
spectacles. Goggles are most 
effective when worn with safety 
spectacles and are also provided 
with impact resistant lenses that 
can be tinted if required. Goggles 
that are not vented or indirectly 
vented will provide protection from 
splash hazards. Goggles may be 
provided with fog free coatings.  
 
Face shields are required when 
pouring hot liquids, using acids to 
clean rocks or fossils, breaking 
rocks with hand or mechanical 
equipment, and while dressing 
grinding wheels. Face shields 
should never be used without 
goggles and safety spectacles and 
are available with protective 
headgear and chemical hoods.  
 
Select the proper level of eye 
protection prior to starting any 
activity and remember that the 
risk of bypassing a level because 
“it will only take a second and I 
will be careful” could cost you one 
of your most precious 
possessions, your sight.   
 
Another word of caution: Incidents 
of house fires are cropping up 
again because of the use of those 
electric plug-in air fresheners. In 
some instances, the plastic 
housing of the unit is being melted 
from the electrical current flowing 
through it and causing fires. Use 
caution if you use these products - 
or better yet, switch to one of the 
non-electric types. 

from AFMS News Feb 2005 
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EFMLS News – February 2005 
 

TIME IS RUNNING 

OUT! 
by Hazel Remaley  
Che-Hanna Rock & Mineral 

 
Time is running out for you to 
make your reservations for the 
2005 EFMLS Convention in Sayre, 
Pa. I would like to tell you what 
you might like to do while you are 
here in northern Pennsylvania; 
that is, in addition to visiting the 
34th Annual Che-Hanna Rock and 
Mineral Show.  
 
The Railroad Museum in Sayre is 
located in an old railroad station 
and currently under renovation. 
Hopefully, it will be open when you 
are here.  
 
If you have checked the maps I 
talked about in the December 
2004 issue, you will see just how 
close we are to Elmira and 
Corning, New York. Elmira has a 
fine museum and a War Plane 
Museum. It is also a well-known 
soaring location and has a 
museum, but it might be 
something that you will have to 
come back in the summer to 
enjoy.  
 
Then you have Corning. The tour 
that you take and the glass that 
you see are outstanding, very well 
worth the 45-minute drive. Check 
out their website* for information. 
There will be brochures in the 
hotel lobby covering all of these 
and more attractions. These are 
just a few of the March-type things 
you can expect to do while you 
visit the Northern Tier of 
Pennsylvania.  
 
Packets with event tickets and 
more information about these and 
other area attractions will be 
available in the lobby of the host 
Hotel on Friday from 10 AM to 
noon, and also at the annual 

meeting at 1:00 PM and the 
cracker barrel at 7:00 PM, at the 
host hotel.  
 
Don’t forget that our host hotel, 
The Best Western Grand Victorian 
Inn, is holding a block of rooms at 
a special reduced rate until 
February 17. Call them at 570-
888-7711 to make your 
reservations. Be sure to mention 
that you are with the EFMLS 
Convention. After February 17th, 
the unreserved rooms will be 
released; the regular rate may be 
charged or a room may not be 
available. Don’t delay.  
 
For more information on the show, 
or reservation forms, visit the 
EFMLS website 
<www.amfed.org>.  
 
Hope to see you there. 
 

Visit a Show 
from William Lema 

February:  
26-27: 12th Annual James Campbell 
Memorial Gem, Mineral & Fossil Show 
sponsored by the Capital District 
Mineral Club and the New York State 
Academy of Mineralogy. New York 
State Museum, Empire State Plaza, 
Albany, NY.  
 
March:  
5–6: 42nd Annual Earth Science Gem 
& Mineral Show sponsored by the 
Delaware Mineralogical Society. 
Delaware Technical and Community 
College @ I-95 Exit 4B, Churchmans 
Road (Rt. 58) Newark (Stanton) DE.  
 
5 - 6: Annual Gems, Minerals, Fossils 
and Meteorite Show, sponsored by 
Excalibur Mineral Corp. and hosted by 
the New York Mineralogical Club. 
Holiday Inn –– Midtown, 440 W. 57th 
Street, New York City, NY.  
 
12-13: 16th Annual Clifton Gem & 
Mineral Show sponsored by the North 
Jersey Mineralogical Society. Pope 
John Paul II Elementary School, 775 
Valley Rd; Clifton, NJ. 
 
* www.cmog.org or 
www.thefamilytravelfiles.com/ezine/a 

18–20: 36th Annual Che-Hanna Rock 
& Mineral Show and 55th EFMLS 
Convention & Show. Athens Township 
Fire Hall, Sayre, PA. Show March 19-
20. EFMLS Annual Meeting – March 
18 at 1 P.M.  
 
19-20: 41st Annual Gem-Mineral-
Fossil Show presented by the Gem, 
Lapidary & Mineral Society of 
Montgomery County, MD. Mont-
gomery County Fairgrounds, 
Gaithersburg, MD  
 
19-20: 46th Annual Gem, Mineral and 
Jewelry Show, sponsored by the 
Tampa Bay Mineral & Science Club, 
Florida State Fairgrounds, Tampa FL. 
 
April:  
1-3: Atlantic Micromounters Confer-
ence sponsored by the 
Micromounters of the National Capital 
Area. MD Hospital Center, Elkridge, 
MD. For info & registration, contact 
Steve Weinberger 
<cweinber@bcpl.net>.  
 

2-3: 37th Annual Gem, Mineral & 
Fossil Show sponsored by the Buffalo 
Geological Society, Hamburg 
Fairgrounds, Hamburg, NY.  
 
9-10: Philadelphia Mineral Treasures 
and Fossil Fair presented by the 
Philadelphia Mineralogical Society 
and the Delaware Valley 
Paleontological Society. The LuLu 
Temple, 5140 Butler Pike, Plymouth 
Meeting, PA  
 
23-24: 33rd Annual New Jersey Earth 
Science Association Gem & Mineral 
Show sponsored by the Franklin-
Ogdensburg Mineralogical Society, NJ 
Earth Science Assoc. & Sterling Hill 
Mining Museum. Franklin School, 
Washington Ave., Franklin, NJ.  
 
30–May 1: 42nd New England Gem & 
Mineral Show hosted by the North 
Shore Rock & Mineral Club. Topsfield 
Fairgrounds, Coolidge Hall & Trade 
Building, Topsfield, MA 
 
May  
21: Annual Swap and Sell at Goucher 
sponsored by the Chesapeake Gem & 
Mineral Society. Goucher College, 
Kraushaar Pavilion, Dulaney Valley Rd 
at I-695, Towson, MD.  
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You May Have Already Seen 
These, but They’re Still Funny! 

Submitted by Marge Hughs 
 
Comedian Jeff Foxworthy on 
Upstate New York 
  
If you consider it a sport to gather 
your food by drilling through 36 
inches of ice and sitting there all 
day hoping that the food will swim 
by, you might live in Upstate New 
York. 
  
If you're proud that your region 
makes the national news 96 
nights each year because Saranac 
Lake or Old Forge is the coldest 
spot in the nation, and Syracuse 
gets more snow than any other 
city of its size in the US, you might 
live in Upstate New York. 
 
If your local Dairy Queen is closed 
from October through April, you 
might live in Upstate New York. 
 
If you instinctively walk like a 
penguin for six months out of the 
year, you might live in Upstate 
New York. 
 
If someone in a Home Depot store 
offers you assistance, and they 
don't work there, you might live in 
Upstate New York. 
 
If your dad's suntan stops at a line 
curving around the middle of his 
forehead, you might live in 
Upstate New York. 
 
If you have worn shorts and a 
parka at the same time, you might 
live in Upstate New York. 
 
If your town has more bars than 
churches, you might live in 
Upstate New York. 
 
If you have had a lengthy 
telephone conversation with 
someone who dialed a wrong 
number, you might live in Upstate 
New York. 
 

YOU KNOW YOU are a TRUE 
UPSTATE NEW YORKER WHEN: 
---------------------------------------------------------------- 
1. "Vacation" means going South 
of Syracuse for the weekend. 
 
2. You measure distance in hours. 
 
3. You know several people who 
have hit a deer more than once. 
 
4. You can remember days when 
you had to switch from "heat" to 
"A/C" and back again. 
 
5. You can drive 65 mph through 
2 feet of snow during a raging 
blizzard, without flinching. 
 
6. You see people wearing 
camouflage at social events 
(including weddings). 
 
7. You install security lights on 
your house and garage and leave 
both unlocked. 
 
8. You carry jumper cables in your 
car and your girlfriend / wife 
knows how to use them. 
 
9. You design your kid's Halloween 
costume to fit over a snowsuit. 
 
10. Driving is better in the winter 
because the potholes are filled 
with snow. 
 
11. You know the 4 seasons: 
almost winter, winter, still winter, 
and road construction. 
 
12. You can identify a southern or 
eastern accent. 
 
13. Your idea of creative 
landscaping is a statue of a deer 
next to your blue spruce. 
 
14. You were unaware that there 
is a legal drinking age. 
 
15. Down South, means Ithaca or 
Binghamton. 
 
16. A brat is something you eat. 
 
17. Your neighbor throws a party 
to celebrate his new shed. 
 

18. You go out for fried fish every 
Friday. 
 
19. Your Memorial Day picnic was 
moved indoors due to frost. 
 
20. You have more miles on your 
snow blower than your car. 
 
21. You find 10 degrees "a little 
chilly". 
 
22. You actually understand these 
jokes, and you forward them to all 
your Upstate New York friends. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
World’s Oldest Droppings 

Author Unknown 
 
The world’s oldest droppings have 
been found in Wales.  The 
coprolites, fossil feces, date back 
as much as 412 million years, to a 
time when ecosystems on land 
were just getting established.  The 
coprolites contain traces of 
undigested land plants, but it’s 
not clear whether the animals ate 
plants directly or the remains of 
plants in the form of dirt.  The only 
known animals from the time were 
carnivores.  As no one has yet 
found fossils of herbivorous 
animals that could have produced 
the droppings, the finding 
suggests that the first land 
animals ate dirt and then each 
other. 
From M.G.A.G.S. Newsletter Spring 2004 
via  the Rockhounder January 2005 
 
 
 

Saw for sale – Contact Editor 
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Beading News 
By Cathy Patterson 

 
We welcomed two new guests to 
the beading group in January, 
Diane and Libbi.   
 
Anyone interested in beading is 
welcome to join us. Whether 
you’re an experienced beader or a 
beginner, each one of us has 
something to offer the group. Let’s 
learn from each other and share 
some social time. We meet at 
6:30PM in the church hall one 
hour prior to the regular meeting. 
 
At our January meeting, we looked 
at various materials used for 
stringing. Some of these were: 
Memory wire is a very substantial 
and permanently coiled wire great 
for making bracelets and can be 
used for necklaces. A special wire-
cutting tool is recommended, as 
this is not your average wire. Your 
good fine wire cutters could be 
damaged if you use them on this. 
Stringing goes fast and making a 
simple loop with round nose pliers 
makes finishing the ends easy or 
special memory wire tips can be 
super glued on the ends for a nice 
finish. 
 
Stretchable jewelry cord is used 
for bracelets and rings. I make 
pieces for my granddaughter who 
can stretch them over her wrist 
and head. Because it stretches, 
the need for a clasp is eliminated. 
It has a larger diameter that may 
not be suitable for small hole 
beads. 
 
Nylon thread seems to be the best 
choice for pearls and most other 
beads. It comes on a small card 
complete with a thin stringing wire 
attached to one end and can also 
be bought by the spool. The 
number on the card indicated the 
thread diameter. The larger the 
number the greater the diameter 
of the thread. Number 2, for 

example, is very fine and is good 
for small hole pearls. Number 6, a 
larger diameter, is good for most 
other beads. Remember it does 
stretch so be sure to stretch the 
nylon before stringing or you may 
experience bead “gap” after you 
are done. Nylon comes in a variety 
of colors and can be knotted 
between beads. 
 
Nylon coated flexible wire cable 
comes in a wide variety of colors, 
diameters and number of wire 
strands as well as prices. The 
beader should pay attention to the 
number of strands; 3 strands – 49 
strands of wire in the cable. The 
fewer the number of strands the 
greater the possibility of kinking 
and breaking. The 21-49 strand 
kind is knottable. Another 
consideration is the diameter size. 
A .015 diameter is finer wire than 
a .019. Consider this when 
designing a piece where passing 
your wire through a bead twice is 
necessary.  
 
Beading cord is a vinyl cord that 
comes on a spool in a variety of 
colors and has a heftier .75 mm 
diameter that is good for showing 
off a special, larger art bead.   
 
French wire is a silky, super fine 
gauge coiled wire, think mini-mini 
slinky about 1 meter in length. It is 
snipped in ever-so-short pieces 
(1/8 – ¼ inch) and is slipped 
comfortably, not loosely, over your 
thread or beading wire as a 
safeguard between the clasp and 
thread/wire. It gives your bracelet 
or necklace clasp a clean, finished 
look and prevents clasps from 
wearing on or cutting through silk 
and other string materials. 
 
Many thanks to those beaders 
who brought in these items and 
talked about their uses. There’s 
always something new to learn. 
 
 

February Beading Meeting 
Bring in a project to work on. 
Carrie will have some findings if 
you need them. Make something 
with amethyst beads and show off 
your February birthstone creation!  
Let’s share with each other what 
we’ve been working on and if 
you’ve run into a “glitch” maybe, 
we can find a solution together. 
Find any good beading magazines, 
catalogs, web sites? We can 
discuss that too. What would you 
like to see our group do?   
 
We’ve been offered the 
opportunity to give a talk at the 
March general meeting about 
beading. We’ll need to discuss 
this.    

 

Upcoming Events 
Rochester Mineral Symposium 

April 14-17, 2005 
Deadline for registration 

March 14 
contactrkms@hotmail.com 
Location Park Plaza Hotel 
(formerly Radisson Hotel) 

 
Unparalleled mineral displays and 
speakers in CNY also featuring 
lectures, auction, mineral 
shopping, and great meals. 
This year’s featured lectures are 
on; Graphite, New Minerals and 
Old Mines of Atacama, Chile, 
What’s New in Minerals, Bower 
Powers and Treasure Mountain 
Minerals, Minerals of the Foote 
Mine, Travels of a Collector in 
China, Discovery of the Elements 
Pick up a flier and registration 
form at the February meeting. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Microsoft Clip Art 
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AFMS CODE OF ETHICS  
 
I will respect both private and public 
property and will do no collecting on 
privately owned land without the 
owner’s permission.  
I will keep informed on all laws, 
regulations of rules governing 
collecting on public lands and will 
observe them.  
I will to the best of my ability, 
ascertain the boundary lines of 
property on which I plan to collect.  
I will use no firearms or blasting 
material in collecting areas.  
I will cause no willful damage to 
property of any kind - fences, signs, 
buildings.  
I will leave all gates as found. I will 
build fires in designated or safe 
places only and will be certain they 
are completely extinguished before 
leaving the area. 
 I will discard no burning material - 
matches, cigarettes, etc.  
I will fill all excavation holes which 
may be dangerous to livestock. 
 I will not contaminate wells, creeks, 
or other water supply.  
I will cause no willful damage to 
collecting material and will take home 
only what I can reasonably use.  
I will practice conservation and 
undertake to utilize fully and well the 
materials I have collected and will 
recycle my surplus for the pleasure 
and benefit of others.  
I will support the Rockhound project 
H.E.L.P. (Help Eliminate Litter Please) 
and will leave all collecting areas 
devoid of litter, regardless of how 
found.  
I will cooperate with field trip leaders 
and those in designated authority in 
all collecting areas. 
 I will report to my club or Federation 
officers, Bureau of Land management 
or other authorities, any deposit of 
petrified wood or other materials on 
public lands which should be 
protected for the enjoyment of future 
generations for public educational 
and scientific purposes.  
I will appreciate and protect our 
heritage of natural resources.  
I will observe the “Golden Rule”, will 
use “Good Outdoor Manners” and will 
at all times conduct myself in a 
manner which will add to the stature 

and Public “image” of rockhounds 
everywhere. 

AFMS News February 2005 
 

JUNIOR ACTIVITIES 
by Kathy Hrechka, EFMLS Junior 

Activities Chair  
Junior mineral collectors are very 
important to the growth and longevity 
of our clubs. The American Federation 
along with the Eastern Federation are 
reaching out to juniors who are 
interested in our mineral hobby. The 
AFMS has a great Merit Badge 
Program recently designed by Jim 
Brace-Thompson, Junior Chair. For 
details, email him at 
jbraceth@adelphia.net, or phone 
(805-659-3577). The EFMLS has an 
extensive slide and video collection 
just for juniors. The Eastern 
Federation Directory 2004 contains a 
complete listing on pp. 22-33. To 
obtain programs, contact Richard 
Harrison at rlh-ss@infoblvd.net , or 
phone (607) 698-4933.  
For any questions or junior interest, 
contact me at: kkhrechka@msn.com 
American Federation Newsletter 
February 2005 
 
Gemstones of the Months 
 
January garnet 
February amethyst  
March aquamarine, bloodstone 
April – diamond 
May – emerald 
June – pearl, alexandrite, agate 
July – ruby 
August – sardonyx, peridot 
September – sapphire 
October – opal, tourmaline 
November – topaz 
December – turquoise, lapis lazuli, 
zircon 
 

Bringing the Earth to Life 
Check out these websites brought 
to you by the Museum of the Earth 
at the Paleological Research 
Institute in Ithaca 
www.priweb.org 
www.museumoftheearth.org 
 
 
 

Shop Hints 
Lapidary Hint: Sanding cloths become 
quite slick when used on agate. 
Recondition your cloth, with the wheel 
running, by holding a flat surface of 
obsidian against it for a few seconds. 
This method also works in reverse, 
using an agate against the cloth after 
working obsidian.   
Stone Age News 4/99 via rock Buster 
News February 2005 
 
Label It! 

By Martez Columbek 
I recently attended an estate sale of 
rocks and minerals. There were boxes 
and boxes and more boxes of 
gorgeous material – every nook and 
cranny of the yard was filled with 
rocks and minerals. At first glance I 
was elated because not only was this 
good “old” material, but also the 
asking prices were very reasonable. 
And then reality set in. 
 
None of the minerals or cutting 
material was labeled! Yes, you can tell 
some kinds of agates or jaspers 
apart, but not all. And minerals? 
Azurite is azurite, but where does it 
come from? As my friend Charlie Hall 
was fond of saying, “If a mineral 
doesn’t have a label, it’s just a rock!” 
My guess is that the person who 
amassed the collection knew where 
everything came from and what it 
was, but no one else did and so much 
of his collection was “just rock”. 
 
Moral of the story? Label everything 
clearly – name, and locality at the 
least, so your collection won’t get put 
in the landfill and be lost. _________ 
AFMS Newsletter Dec. 2004via the 
Rockhounder January 2005 
 
Upcoming Club Programs 
March – Mineral - Fossil 
competition/ Lapidary program 
TBA see rules page 4 this month 
April – Auction  
May – Lapidary Competition 
Mineral - Fossil program 
June – Work night for July show 
and ice cream social 
July – Show July 9-10   NO 
MEETING 
August – club picnic NO MEETING 
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Gem and Mineral Society of Syracuse, Inc. 
 

Eight persons organized the Gem and Mineral Society of Syracuse 
in 1951. Since that time it has grown in membership to include adults, 
families, and young folk. The Society was incorporated in 1969 under the 
name. 
 The objectives of the Society are to stimulate interest in 
mineralogy, paleontology, and the lapidary arts. Individual interests include 
collecting, identification, and display of minerals and fossils, and many 
aspects of jewelry design and fabrication. 
 The monthly meetings stimulate the social and educational factors. 
Frequent field trips provide collectors with opportunities to find specimens as 
well as to enjoy the benefits of outdoor exercise and potential friendships. 
 The Society meets on the third Monday of every month at 7:30 PM 
in the Parish House of the First Presbyterian Church, 620 West Genesee 
Street, Syracuse, New York. (Except in July, August, & December.) 
Visitors are always welcome.                                   
                                                                                                 
Annual membership dues: 
Single Adult - $6 
Junior - $3 
Family - $9 
Honorary Life Membership - $3 
For more information write to the Gem & Mineral Society of Syracuse,     
P.O. Box 801, Syracuse, New York 13201 
 

 

Officers 2004-2005 
President                        John Sweeney           668-8470            
Vice-President               Tim Hart               625-4485 
Treasurer                       Dave Arcaro              622-6542           
Secretary                        Cathy Patterson        638-8817              
Show Chairman             to be announced                     
Sergeant-at-Arms          Dick Ackerman         363-2269   
---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Librarian                                Cathy Patterson    638-8817 
Sunshine                                Gloria Royer         677-3730 
Refreshments                         Joan Livingston    446-4505 
Editor                                       Loren Patterson     638-8817 
                                               7725 Van Buren Rd.         
                                               Baldwinsville, NY 13027 
lnpatterson@gmss.us 
Visit us online at: http://www. gmss.us  
Permission is hereby granted to reprint material contained in the Crack 
‘N Cab if proper credit is given to the author, if known, and this bulletin. 

 


